
Derry Koralek, past editor for 

the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children 

(NAEYC) provides important 

and helpful information about 

the importance of reading with 

your child. 

It’s Important to Read 

Aloud to Children of All  

Ages 

-Reading aloud presents books 

as sources of pleasant,  

valuable, and exciting  

experiences. Children who  

value books are motivated to 

read on their own.  

-Reading aloud gives children  

background knowledge, which 

helps them make sense of what 

they see, hear, and read. The 

more adults read aloud to  

children, the larger their  

vocabularies will grow and the 

more they will know about the 

world and their place in it.   

-Reading aloud lets parents 

and teachers be role models for 

reading. When children see 

adults excited about reading, 

they will catch their  

enthusiasm.  

-Reading aloud can introduce 

books and types of literature—

poetry, short stories,  

biographies— children might 

not discover on their own.  

-Reading aloud introduces the  

language of books, which differs 

from language heard in daily  

conversations, on television, and 

in movies. Book language is more 

descriptive and uses more formal 

grammatical structures.  

-Reading aloud lets children use 

their imaginations to explore  

people, places, times, and events 

beyond their own experiences.  

Talk about what you are  

reading—before, during, and 

after a read-aloud session.  

According to the IRA/NAEYC  

position statement (1998), “It is 

the talk that surrounds the story-

book reading that gives it power,  

helping children to bridge what is 

in the story and their own lives.” 

Use the text to discuss real-life 

experiences and issues. Stories 

and books can be springboards to 

meaningful discussions about 

many different topics.  

-Make the book come alive. Vary 

your expressions and tone of voice 

to fit the plot. Use a different voice 

for each character. Pause when 

appropriate to create suspense. 

-Read for as long as children can 

pay attention. Gradually read for 

longer periods of time as their  

attention spans grow.  

-Involve the listener in deciding 

what, when, and how long to read. 
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December 14       Kindness Day  

December           Conferences 

6-8 

Winter Break  

December 21-January 1 

Invite active participation during 

and after the reading.  

-Follow up after reading a book.  

Offer materials for art projects and 

dramatics. Look for more books by 

the author or on the same topic. Plan 

an activity that builds on what you 

have read.  

Most importantly, build the love of 

reading with your child! 

CAUTION! SLOW DOWN!  

KEEP OUR PARKING LOT SAFE! 

Please remember that our parking 

lot is filled with young children who  

sometimes dart and dash away 

from adults.  By driving slowly and 

cautiously you help to keep  

everyone in our school 

community safe. Thank you! 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for the next PTO meeting 
on December 5th from 5:45-7:00.  

Contact the PTO at  

WintonburyPTO@gmail.com 
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Nurse’s News             Ashley Schwitter, BSN  

It’s Cold Season! 

Hand washing is an  

important practice all year 

long but it is especially helpful 

during the cold and flu season. 

Following a good hand  

washing routine helps keep 

everyone healthy, children and 

adults alike.  

Please remember to have your 

child wash their hands with 

soap and water upon arrival 

to school and as soon as they 

return home. This helps to 

keep “home germs” home 

and “school germs” at school. 

Hand washing is also  

important before eating 

meals or snacks and after 

sneezing, coughing or using 

the bathroom. 

Germs are one thing we 

don’t want to share! 

 

 

 

Photo on the left: room 204 

observes a praying mantis 

they found in the court-

yard.  

Photos on the right: The Car-

ville family - Sloane Carville's 
parents own the "Pickin' Patch" 

on Nod Road in Avon. They 
donated one pumpkin per child 

and came to deliver them per-

sonally to the students.  

Room 102 shares their evidence on why 

handwashing is important. These scien-

tists investigated clean and dirty hands 

by enclosing bread in bags and observing 

the change over time.  

Photo on the left: room 205 with their 

winning scarecrows, the minions! 

A huge THANK YOU to the PTO 
from the teachers and staff for your  
ongoing support and especially for 

the wrapped books in honor of paja-
ma day! Everyone loved it! 



ten has their own log-in. Ask you 

teacher about how to access your 

parent account.  

In Math kindergarten students are 

working with the numbers 1-10 to 

read, write and count. Kinder-

gartners in room 103 counted out 

Kindergarteners finished the sec-

ond unit of study, Motion and Force. 

They investigated what a push and 

a pull were and made connec-

tions to why things move.  

  

Kindergarteners are readers! They 

are connecting letters to sounds 

and learning common sight words 

such as I, like, see, to, the, and, 

you, can and a. When reading at 

home ask your child to look for 

these in the text. You can also ask 

them about the story by having 

them tell you what they read 

about. This helps develop compre-

hension.  Kindergarten students  

read every day in school. At home 

you can access Reading A-Z on your 

computer. Each child in Kindergar-

natural items, including acorns, 

sticks, pine cones and leaves. The 

children collected these items with 

their families as a homework pro-

ject and brought them to school to 

use for science math and literacy 

activities.  

Kindergarten Happenings -    

Room 202 worked together to retell the 

story, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by 

Laura Numeroff  

Room 203 crushed the garlic they har-

vested from the farm so that they could 

make garlic bread.  After tasting it they 

shared how they liked it.  

Pre-K Curriculum Corner Emergent Writing                             
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Room 103 reads numbers and then 

counts a set to match using a col-

lection of fall objects 

Room 104 moves a pumpkin with a 

push and pull 



Room 303 students illustrate a poem, Pumpkin, Pumpkin 

Pumpkin, pumpkin 

Big and round 

I'm glad you grow 

Upon the ground  

I'm glad you don't  

Grow in a tree 

For then you might 

Fall down on me.  

Pumpkin, Pumpkin 

You may have heard your preschool 

child talk about playing the pointing 

game. What we call the pointing game, 

most call the Peabody Picture  

Vocabulary Test (PPVT-4).  

The PPVT-4 is designed to measure  

vocabulary knowledge over a wide age 

range, using a non-threatening  

approach. Children are presented with 

an opportunity to play the “pointing 

game” and often have fun while doing 

so. Each child is shown four pictures 

while the adult says a single word. The 

child verbally or non-verbally indicates 

which picture best represents the word 

spoken by the adult.  

The adult does all the talking so  

children who are hesitant or non-verbal 

can still be measured confidently, just 

by pointing and not speaking. 

The test measures common  

vocabulary words and usually lasts 

10-12 minutes. Typically “playing the 

game” is considered a special treat 

and children look forward to  

participating. 

At Wintonbury, your child will  

participate in the PPVT-4 three times 

over a two year period: upon  

entry to preschool, at the end of the  

child’s first year of preschool and 

again at the end of their second year 

of preschool. Test scores are not 

looked at on an individual basis and 

are not shared with teachers, as they 

are not used for diagnostic purposes 

or assessment. The school uses  

aggregated data from the test to 

measure growth as a whole school. 

This data is one way we share our 

school wide progress with our district 

and the State Department of  

Education. 

While the PPVT-4 is considered 

one of the most reliable  

standardized tools with young  

children it is only a 10 minute 

snapshot in a child’s life. Some 

children may be having an off day 

or some may be having a lucky 

day. The ongoing assessment that  

preschool teachers use throughout 

the school year is the best picture 

of a child’s learning and  

development. The observations 

teachers collect over time is the 

most reliable and important  

information we can share with  

parents and guardians. Your 

teacher will provide you with a  

detailed picture of your child  

during parent/teacher  

conferences in early December. 

Have You Heard About the Pointing Game?           

A sample page from the PPVT-4, 

better known at WECMS as “the 

pointing game.” 


