
Harlem Wizards vs. Bloomfield 

Ballers! 

10-22-16 

Bloomfield High School   

Along with other Bloomfield staff and 

students, Wintonbury’s own Ms. Saman-

tha Straker, Instructional Coach and Ms. 

Haley Ryan, PreK Teacher, played bas-

ketball against the trickster  basketball 

team, The Harlem Wizards, at Bloomfield 

High School!  

The game was attended by many Wintonbury 

families and staff and a fun time was had by all. 

As a result of attending, we also raised a lot of 

money for Habitat for Humanity, who along with 

Bloomfield High School and Global Experience 

Magnet School  are building a house right here in 

Bloomfield!  

Thank you for your participation and 

support! 

Mrs. Lisa Eells, Principal  

The Bloomfield Fire Department 

 

Bloomfield Fire Fighter Jim Simone 

provided a fire safety lesson for all 

Wintonbury students during the 

month of October.  

 

THANK YOU Fire Fighter Jim!  
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November 4 PTO Fall Festival    

                             6:00—7:30 pm 

November 8 Election Day                                         

                            SCHOOL CLOSED 

November 10     Second Cup of                     

                             Coffee 9:00am  

November 21    Picture Day Retakes 

 

November  Thanksgiving Break 

23-25  SCHOOL CLOSED 

3rd Annual Thanksgiving 

Food Drive,  2016  

November 1st—22nd  

We will be collecting nonperish-

able food items for the Bloom-

field Food Share to help families 

in our community. Food boxes 

are located by the front desk 

and parent entrance. 

Thank You for helping to make 

this holiday special for the chil-

dren and 

families of our 

Bloomfield 

community!  



The Wintonbury PTO has had a suc-
cessful start to the year thanks to the 
involvement from our students’ fami-
lies, teachers and hardworking mem-
bers of the PTO. We have already 

raised OVER $7,000 from our t-shirt 

sales, fall fundraisers and from the 

very generous cash donations.  
Thank you for continuing to support! 

 

The Next PTO meeting is  Thursday, 

November 3rd and each monthly 

PTO meeting - the first Thursday of 

every month - from 6-7pm! 

 Fall Fundraiser order pick-up is 

Thursday, November 10th in the af-

ternoon. More information to come! 

 

CT Science Center  Starting the 
week of November 28th the PTO has 
partnered with the CT Science Cen-
ter. We will be able to offer general 
admission tickets, good for anyone in 
the family, for the regular child price 
of $14.95. More information to come 
after Thanksgiving. These tickets will 
make great holiday gifts as well as a 
fun family outing, especially over the 
winter months.  

Fall Festival  
Friday, Novem-

ber 4th from 6-7:30  

Join us for family friendly games, activ-

ities, treats, dancing and homemade 

play-dough . This is a free event for all 

WECMS families. If you would like to 

donate individually wrapped baked 

goods or a raffle prize, please email the 

PTO at: 

Wintonbury_PTO@yahoo.com.  

Play-dough sales benefit  “The 

House That Students Built” 

PTO News                        Tiffany Wentworth, PTO President 
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Nurse’s News                                                 Ashley Schwitter, BSN  

Important  

Reminder for all 

preschool parents: 

 

Every preschool child in the 

State of Connecticut must 

receive a flu shot each year 

between August 1st-

December 31st 2016. 

Is this your first flu shot? 

If you are receiving the flu shot for the first time it is required 

that 2 doses are given and they must be separated by at least 

28 days.  

Please be sure to send written documen-

tation of this shot into school for your 

child’s health record. 

 

Many thanks! 

Sincerely, Nurse Ashley 

 

 

The Scarecrow 

Project 
 

Many classrooms  

made scarecrows for the Au-

erfarm Fall Festival which 

due to weather was canceled.  

The scarecrows have made a 

home here at Wintonbury 

and are on display outside of 

each classroom that partici-

Auerfarm                                                    

mailto:Wintonbury_PTO@yahoo.com


Kindergarten Happenings -                                             Samantha Straker  

 

 

 

Courtyard & Greenhouse Observation 

The children in room 101 are so excited about the happen-

ings in the courtyard and greenhouse this fall. Two friends 

examined ladybugs they discovered. Others were document-

ing their findings while observing a monarch caterpillar. In 

the greenhouse they used teamwork to help fill the garden 

beds for planting.  

Pre-K Curriculum Corner-                                                                 Amy White                 
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Interactive Writing 

In Room 104 students “wrote together” to craft a single 

response to their experience. This is called Interactive 

Writing. During this process students and teachers nego-

tiate what to write about; coming to one decision, then 

they “share the pen” to write. This process engages stu-

dents in listening carefully for letter sound relationships, 

practicing the formation of letters and draws awareness 

to spacing, capitalization and punctuation.  



At Wintonbury, your child will  

participate in the PPVT-4 three times 

over a two year period: upon  

entry to preschool, at the end of the  

child’s first year of preschool and again 

at the end of their second year of pre-

school. Test scores are not looked at 

on an individual basis and are not 

shared with teachers, as they are not 

used for diagnostic purposes or as-

sessment.  

The school uses aggregated data from 

the test to measure growth as a whole 

school. This data is one way we share 

our school wide progress with our dis-

trict and the State Department of  

Education. 

You may hear  your preschool child talk 

about playing the pointing game. What 

we call the pointing game, most call the 

Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT-

4).  

The PPVT-4 is designed to measure  

vocabulary knowledge over a wide age 

range. Children are presented with an 

opportunity to play the “pointing game” 

and often have fun while doing so. Each 

child is shown four pictures while the 

adult says a single word. The child ver-

bally or non-verbally indicates which 

picture best represents the word spo-

ken by the adult.  The test measures 

common vocabulary words and usually 

lasts 10-12 minutes.  

Have You Heard About the Pointing Game?           

Teachers often get asked the 

question, “What can I do to sup-

port my child’s learning?”  One 

answer to this question is simple: 

Get your child to school every 

day.  In fact, research suggests 

that attendance may be the big-

gest factor influencing academic 

achievement. In accordance with 

national, state and local initiatives 

to promote awareness of the im-

portant role attendance plays in 

student achievement, Wintonbury 

is setting goals for improved stu-

dent attendance.    

Success in school begins with 

good attendance. Students with 

regular attendance are able to 

benefit from more and better op-

portunities to learn, as well as to 

maintain a connection to the 

classroom and school community. 

Even in preschool, research links 

regular attendance with reading  

readiness in kindergarten and 

reading proficiency in third grade. 

(University of Chicago, 2014)  

Building early literacy and nu-

meracy skills and developing so-

cial-emotional skills in preschool 

and kindergarten prepares chil-

dren to learn in later grades.   

We understand that some absenc-

es are unavoidable. Children who 

are ill should stay home. 

(Guidelines for deciding if your 

child is too sick to attend school 

are in the Family/Student Hand-

book and on the Bloomfield Dis-

trict Website.)  However, we also 

know that absences, regardless of 

the reason, can cause children to 

fall behind academically.  Your 

child is less likely to succeed if 

he or she is chronically ab-

sent—which means missing 

10% of the school year, equal to 

18 or more days. 

Ways to build good   

attendance habits: 

 Set a regular bed and morn-

ing routine. 

 Schedule medical appoint-

ments and extended trips 

when school is not in ses-

sion.   

 Don’t let your child stay 

home unless he or she is tru-

ly sick. 

 Develop back up plans for 

getting to school when 

something comes up.  Call 

on a family member, a 

neighbor, or another parent. 

                                     Lisa Smith-Horn 

A sample page from the PPVT-4, 

better known at WECMS as “the 

pointing game.” 

Join us for a 2nd Cup of 

Coffee 

9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m. 

Wintonbury Lobby                              

Thursday, November 10th  

Meet other parents, Principal  

Lisa Eells and  Wintonbury Staff 

Attendance Matters 


