
Derry Koralek, past editor for 

the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children 

(NAEYC) provides important 

and helpful information about 

the importance of reading with 

your child. 

It’s Important to Read 

Aloud to Children of All  

Ages 

-Reading aloud presents books 

as sources of pleasant,  

valuable, and exciting  

experiences. Children who  

value books are motivated to 

read on their own.  

-Reading aloud gives children  

background knowledge, which 

helps them make sense of what 

they see, hear, and read. The 

more adults read aloud to  

children, the larger their  

vocabularies will grow and the 

more they will know about the 

world and their place in it.   

-Reading aloud lets parents 

and teachers be role models for 

reading. When children see 

adults excited about reading, 

they will catch their  

enthusiasm.  

-Reading aloud can introduce 

books and types of literature—

poetry, short stories,  

biographies— children might 

not discover on their own.  

-Reading aloud introduces the  

language of books, which differs 

from language heard in daily  

conversations, on television, and 

in movies. Book language is more 

descriptive and uses more formal 

grammatical structures.  

-Reading aloud lets children use 

their imaginations to explore  

people, places, times, and events 

beyond their own experiences.  

Talk about what you are  

reading—before, during, and 

after a read-aloud session.  

According to the IRA/NAEYC  

position statement (1998), “It is 

the talk that surrounds the story-

book reading that gives it power,  

helping children to bridge what is 

in the story and their own lives.” 

Use the text to discuss real-life 

experiences and issues. Stories 

and books can be springboards to 

meaningful discussions about 

many different topics.  

-Make the book come alive. Vary 

your expressions and tone of voice 

to fit the plot. Use a different voice 

for each character. Pause when 

appropriate to create suspense. 

-Read for as long as children can 

pay attention. Gradually read for 

longer periods of time as their  

attention spans grow.  

-Involve the listener in deciding 

what, when, and how long to read. 
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November 11 Veteran’s Day 

  SCHOOL CLOSED 

November 12 2nd Cup of Coffee 

  9:00 a.m. 

November  Thanksgiving Break 

25-27  SCHOOL CLOSED 

   

Invite active participation during 

and after the reading.  

-Follow up after reading a book.  

Offer materials for art projects and 

dramatics. Look for more books by 

the author or on the same topic. Plan 

an activity that builds on what you 

have read.  

Most importantly, build the love of 

reading with your child! 

CAUTION! SLOW DOWN!  

KEEP OUR PARKING LOT SAFE! 

Please remember that our parking 

lot is filled with young children who  

sometimes dart and dash away 

from adults.  By driving slowly and 

cautiously you help to keep  

everyone in our school 

community safe. Thank you! 



We wanted to send a HUGE thank 
you to all of the parents who helped 
with picture day. THANK YOU for 
wiping little one's faces, making sure 
their hair was fixed, and entertaining 
them while they waited for their name 
to be called. We were told picture day 
has never gone so smoothly and  
actually ran ahead of schedule for 
most of the day! Your help is truly 
appreciated. 
 
The PTO is looking for volunteers to 
help with the Otis Spunkmeyer  
Cookie Dough Fundraiser. 

If you are interested in learning more 
feel free to contact Tiffany at  
Wintonbury_pto@yahoo.com.  
 
Join us for the next PTO meeting 
on Thursday, December 3rd from 
6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.  Childcare will 
be provided for the first 20 children 
ages 3 and up. 
 
A huge THANK YOU to the PTO 
from the teachers and staff for your  
ongoing support and especially for a 
copy of Pete the Cat and the Bed 
Time Blues in honor of pajama day! 
Everyone loved it! 

PTO News  
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Nurse’s News             Ashley Schwitter, BSN  

It’s Cold Season! 

Hand washing is an  

important practice all year 

long but it is especially helpful 

during the cold and flu season. 

Following a good hand  

washing routine helps keep 

everyone healthy, children and 

adults alike.  

Please remember to have your 

child wash their hands with 

soap and water upon arrival 

to school and as soon as they 

return home. This helps to 

keep “home germs” home 

and “school germs” at school. 

Hand washing is also  

important before eating 

meals or snacks and after 

sneezing, coughing or using 

the bathroom. 

Germs are one thing we 

don’t want to share! 

 

 

Children in Room 201 use  

informational texts (non-

fiction books) to identify 

an unknown nut that Mrs. 

Howe brought into the  

discovery area. They  

learned that they were 

chestnuts, more  

specifically conkers. 

Right top, Children in 

Room 302 had an  

asparagus party. 10 out of 

17 children liked it.   

Right, Room 302 also found 

a big spider. They observed 

it and documented their  

findings in the discovery 

center.  

Fire fighter Jim Simone provided a fire 

safety lesson for all classrooms during 

the month of October.  

Parent volunteers help children in Room 

101 to stuff their scarecrow for the  

Auerfarm Fall Festival. Wintonbury took 

1st and 2nd place this year! 

mailto:Wintonbury_pto@yahoo.com


child to look for sight words in the 

text. They are also beginning to  

recognize beginning and ending 

sounds in words. This is also 

something you can practice with 

your child when you read at home. 

 

In Math kindergarten students are 

working with the numbers 1-10, 

and using shapes to draw  

common objects. Kindergarten is 

the place to be! 

Kindergarteners began their second 

unit of study—weather! Students 

observed the changes in weather 

and identified different types of 

clouds. At home you can look for 

weather related information on 

websites or weather apps and use 

weather related language such as 

temperature, clouds, high pressure, 

low pressure and front. 

Kindergarteners are learning the 

sight words I, like, see and me. 

When reading at home ask your 

Kindergarten Happenings -   Elisabeth Kelley, Kindergarten Teacher 

can take place every day. You can 

help children learn about the form 

of letters by providing lots of  

alphabet materials – magnetic  

letters, alphabet puzzles, and  

alphabet books. Talk about letters 

in familiar words, such as their 

names. Demonstrate writing, for 

instance, when you write a thank 

you note or compose a letter to 

grandma. Talk about how you are 

forming the letters. This authentic 

handwriting instruction helps  

children not only learn about how 

to form letters, but also the nature 

and purpose of writing. 

start to make linear scribbles, this 

lets us know that they are  

beginning to understand that print 

goes across the page. Next you 

may see letter like or “mock”  

letters and finally children starting 

to make real letters and connect 

those letters to sounds. Diane 

Trister Dodge, author of the  

Creative Curriculum gives us 

some advice when supporting 

emergent writers: 

Take advantage of “teachable  

moments” to demonstrate writing 

in authentic ways and help  

individual children as needed.  

Authentic handwriting instruction 

Preschool is a time when there is 

rapid growth and development for 

young children. They learn by  

exploring and acting upon their 

environment, building social skills 

and developing “pre-academic” 

skills. One area of this pre-

academic development is  

emergent writing, emphasis on 

“emergent”.  Teachers help  

children develop finger strength, 

work on proper grasp and help 

children develop an  

understanding that print is  

connected to the spoken word. 

Young three’s usually scribble as 

a first attempt to write. As children 

develop in their writing skills they 

Pre-K Curriculum Corner Emergent Writing                            Irene Garneau 
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Kindergarten music students  

learning the "Do-Si-Do 

Square Dance".   



 

 

Each month we will highlight acts of 

kindness that happen throughout 

our school: 

Room 105: Joy comforted a friend who 

was sad by patting his back and sitting 

on the rocker reading to him!! 

Room 202: Owen shared his bike 

with a friend on the playground! 

Room 205: Juelz helped Kelly put on 

her shoes! 

Room 302: Mally helped Ari zip his 

coat! 

Room 306: Manija helped her 

friends put on their coats! 

    Caught in the Act . . . Of Kindness! 

You may have heard your preschool 

child talk about playing the pointing 

game. What we call the pointing game, 

most call the Peabody Picture  

Vocabulary Test (PPVT-4).  

The PPVT-4 is designed to measure  

vocabulary knowledge over a wide age 

range, using a non-threatening  

approach. Children are presented with 

an opportunity to play the “pointing 

game” and often have fun while doing 

so. Each child is shown four pictures 

while the adult says a single word. The 

child verbally or non-verbally indicates 

which picture best represents the word 

spoken by the adult.  

The adult does all the talking so  

children who are hesitant or non-verbal 

can still be measured confidently, just 

by pointing and not speaking. 

The test measures common  

vocabulary words and usually lasts 

10-12 minutes. Typically “playing the 

game” is considered a special treat 

and children look forward to  

participating. 

At Wintonbury, your child will  

participate in the PPVT-4 three times 

over a two year period: upon  

entry to preschool, at the end of the  

child’s first year of preschool and 

again at the end of their second year 

of preschool. Test scores are not 

looked at on an individual basis and 

are not shared with teachers, as they 

are not used for diagnostic purposes 

or assessment. The school uses  

aggregated data from the test to 

measure growth as a whole school. 

This data is one way we share our 

school wide progress with our district 

and the State Department of  

Education. 

While the PPVT-4 is considered 

one of the most reliable  

standardized tools with young  

children it is only a 10 minute 

snapshot in a child’s life. Some 

children may be having an off day 

or some may be having a lucky 

day. The ongoing assessment that  

preschool teachers use throughout 

the school year is the best picture 

of a child’s learning and  

development. The observations 

teachers collect over time is the 

most reliable and important  

information we can share with  

parents and guardians. Your 

teacher will provide you with a  

detailed picture of your child  

during parent/teacher  

conferences in early December. 

Have You Heard About the Pointing Game?           

A sample page from the PPVT-4, 

better known at WECMS as “the 

pointing game.” 

Join us for a 2nd Cup of Coffee 

9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m. 

Wintonbury Lobby                              

Thursday, November 12th 

Meet other parents, Principal  

Lisa Eells and  Wintonbury 

Staff 


