
It’s that time of year again 
where you may encounter 
ticks.  Here is some  
information to make dealing 
with them a bit easier.  
 
Before You Go Outdoors 
Know where to expect ticks- 
moist and humid  
environments, particularly in 
or near wooded or grassy  
areas. Always walk in the  
center of trails in order to 
avoid contact with ticks. 
 

After You Come Indoors 
 Check your clothing for 

ticks.  
 Shower soon after being 

outdoors.  
 Check your body for ticks 

after being outdoors.  
 Check these parts of your 

body and your child's body 
for ticks: Under the arms, 
in and around the ears, 
inside belly button, back of 
the knees, in and around 
the hair, between the legs, 
and around the waist. 

 
How to remove a tick  

Use fine-tipped tweezers to 
grasp the tick as close to the 
skin's surface as possible.  

Pull upward with steady, even 
pressure. Don't twist or jerk 
the tick; this can cause the 
mouth-parts to break off and 
remain in the skin. If this  
happens, remove the mouth-
parts with tweezers. If you are 
unable to remove the mouth 
easily with clean tweezers, 
leave it alone and let the skin 
heal.  

After removing the tick,  
thoroughly clean the bite area 
and your hands with rubbing 
alcohol, an iodine scrub, or 
soap and water.  

 

Dispose of a live tick by  
submersing it in alcohol,  
placing it in a sealed bag/
container, wrapping it tightly 
in tape, or flushing it down the 
toilet. Never crush a tick with 
your fingers. 
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May 3  Growing a Great  

  Community 

  Early Childhood Conference  

  for Parents at Wintonbury 

  12:30 p.m.—3:45 p.m. 

   

May 7  2nd Cup of  

  Coffee 

  9:00 a.m. 

May 7  Early Dismissal  

  1:00 p.m. 

  Staff Professional  

  Development 

May 7  PTO Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

  Childcare provided 

May 12  Kindergarten Field Trip to 

  Roaring Brook Nature  

  Center 

May 20  Sciencetellers program for  

  Kindergarten classes 

May 21 &22 Two Right Feet program for  

  Pre-k classes 

May 25  Memorial Day  

  NO SCHOOL 

The sizes of the 

three stages of 

a deer tick 

(compared to 

the eye of a  

needle). 

Kindergarten students engage in hands-

on observations of tadpoles during their 

unit of study on living and non-living 

things. 
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PTO News 

This month the PTO is sponsoring two special programs for students at Wintonbury.  

Sciencetellers will combine storytelling and exciting science experiments into an  

“unprecedented theatrical learning experience” for kindergarteners on May 20th.   

Two Right Feet is a highly interactive, classroom-based program that provides a setting 

for children to explore music, motion, and books. They will visit Wintonbury preschoolers on 

May 21st and 22nd.  

 

The next PTO meeting will be held on May 7th at 6:00 p.m. in the multi-purpose room. Childcare 

and pizza provided. 

     

  Thanks for Hopping! 

  Children and adults across  

  Wintonbury stopped and    

  hopped on April 23rd to raise   

  awareness and funds for the  

  Muscular Dystrophy  

  Association. We raised $803.00!  

  Thank you for your support! 

 

  Children enjoyed hopping to   

  “Happy” by Pharrell Williams! 

Preschoolers in Room 306 love Mo Willems and the 

“Don’t Let the Pigeon” series.  They watched a short 

instructional video of author/illustrator Mo Willems 

teaching viewers how to draw this favorite  

character. Kamari created her own book cover and 

title,  “Let the Pigeon Eat the Pizza!” 

Kindergarten students had a special treat when principal Lisa 

Eells was a guest performer demonstrating of a variety of  

musical instruments from the woodwind family. She even played 

a few songs on the flute! 

Save the Date! 
 

 

 

 

6th Annual End of Year 

Farm Party! 

June 6th 

11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

At the Auerfarm 



Each spring the Bloomfield Public School District puts on a  

Arts Festival complete with an art-walk and concert at  

Hartford’s own Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts.  This 

year Wintonbury has the honor of choosing three student  

artists to display their work for a whole month at the  

Bushnell!   

Samantha did an amazing job on her Dot Dot George Seurat 

Mixed Media piece!  For this project we first discussed the  

different shapes and colors homes can be.  Students observed 

that some homes are simply rectangles while others might 

have triangle roofs.   They cut shapes from colored paper then 

used George Seurat’s pointillism method to add snow.  We 

looked at a variety of George Seurat’s paintings including Un 

dimanche après-midi à l'Île de la Grande Jatte (1884).   

Students looked at the paintings closely to see the individual 

dots and then looked at them from far away to see how the 

dots blend together to create an image.    
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Kindergarten Artists at the Bushnell—                  Kelly Griffin, Art Teacher 

Isaiah painted a beautiful sunset for our Sky Color Crayon 

and Tempera Cake Painting.  In this lesson we read “Sky  

Color” by Peter Reynolds and discussed all the different  

colors the sky can have.  We looked at pictures of purple  

sunrises, orange sunsets, gray rainy days, blue sunny skies, 

and even green northern lights!  Next we used crayons to 

draw ourselves watching the sky and then painted the sky 

across the whole page using Tempera Cake paints.  The wax 

from the crayons resisted the watery paint allowing our 

drawings to show through. 

 

Lily created a beautifully contrasting piece during our Warm 

and Cool Fishbowl project!  Students learned about warm and 

cool colors and discussed why blue is a cool color and red is a 

warm color.  After our discussion we looked at images of cool 

blue pools and red hot camping fires and shared about other 

times we’ve seen something hot look red and something cold 

look blue.  Next we used wet on wet watercolor techniques to 

create a watery fishbowl for our fish to live in.  While our 

fishbowls dried we made warm colored Koi fish using shapes.   

 

The Bushnell show will be held  April 30th at 7 p.m. at the 

Bushnell with special guest host NBC CT News Anchor  

Keisha Grant.  Tickets are $7, call the Box Office at 860-987-

5900 for tickets.   



to their sounds and actions, even  

before they are old enough to talk. 

When they do start talking, ask follow 

up questions like “What do you 

think...?” or “Why did you like that?” 

4. Stretch 

Make each moment longer by building 

upon what your child does and says.  

5. Take Turns 

With sounds, words, faces and actions, 

go back and forth to create a  

conversation or a game. 

‘When children solve new problems and 

adapt to new situations, they exercise their 

brains, which helps their brains to develop 

in a healthy fashion. Brains need exercise 

just like the rest of our bodies!”   

- Dr. Philip Zelazo, Institute for Child  

Development, University of Minnesota 

 

Parents are a child’s first and most 

important teachers. Below are some 

easy to do tips that will help your 

child’s brain development. You can 

start using these as early as birth! 

There is no time in life when the brain 

develops more rapidly than the first 

five years of life. So by building your 

child’s brain from the earliest ages, 

and continuing throughout childhood 

you are actually shaping the  

foundation for future learning. 

1. Look 

Make eye contact so you and your 

child are looking at each other. 

2. Chat 

Talk about the things you see, hear 

and do together, explaining what’s 

happening around you.  

3. Follow 

Take your child's lead by responding 

Rooms 205 & 206 Host an Art Show 

BRAIN 
BUILDERS! 

Looking for some fun, easy 

activities to do with your 

child to build a healthy 

brain?  You can sign up for a 

free app from The Daily 

VROOM. You will receive 

bite sized activities that fit 

into your daily routine—

meal time, bath time or  

anytime in between!  Learn 

more about how to be a 

brain builder at 

www.joinvroom.org. 

How Can I Help My Child’s Brain Development?    Adapted from Vroom.org 

An art show was the culmination of a long term study of art and artists by preschoolers in Rooms 205 and 

206.  Throughout the study children investigated a variety of artists and their different styles.  Inspired by 

famous pieces of art, children tried a variety of approaches in their own pieces. Two art students from the 

University of Hartford were guest experts who spoke to the class about their art work, demonstrated  

drawing techniques and shared what it is like to be an artist. During the art show, preschoolers acted as 

docents and explained the different pieces of artwork to the many guests who attended.  

http://www.joinvroom.org
http://www.joinvroom.org
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