
At Wintonbury we consider a 

child’s parent their first and most 

important teacher.  You may have 

heard us say  to you “Talk, talk, 

talk until your lips fall off, and 

then talk some more!” We really 

mean it. Language acquisition and 

strong vocabulary are important  

foundations for later academic  

success. As parents you can give 

your child a great head start by 

simply talking to your son or 

daughter about everyday things. 

Here are some interesting facts: 

Did you know that the size of a 

preschooler’s vocabulary is a 

strong predictor of his/her  

future academic success? 

Did you know that some  

children have heard 30 million 

more words than others by the 

time they are 3 years-old? 

Did you know that the  

majority of brain development 

happens in early childhood? A 

child’s brain has reached 60% 

of its adult brain weight by the 

age of only 6 months!? 

Did you know that at age five 

85% of a person’s intellect, 

personality and social skills 

are developed? 

Did you know that parents 

and caregivers can stimulate a 

child’s brain to make the  

development of trillions of  

synapses by playing, talking, 

reading and responding to their 

children? 

Working together, parents and  

teachers can support young children 

to develop critical oral language and 

literacy skills. These skills help  

prepare children to learn to read. 

Reading to your child every night and 

asking open ended questions  

throughout the story is a great way to 

create opportunities for conversations. 

Try asking some of these questions 

when reading a book tonight and be 

sure to give your child time to answer: 

What if . . . ? 

What do you think will happen? 

Why do you think that? 

I wonder what he/she is thinking? 

How could you . . . ? 

Tell me about . . .  

 

Research shows us that the quantity 

and quality of words used when  

talking with young children develops 

their language, reading and writing 

abilities; improves their ability to 

problem-solve; and prepares them 

effectively for school.(Blakeslee, 1997)   

The importance of vocabulary  

development extends far beyond  

reading comprehension; it is a key 

component in achieving positive  

outcomes related to IQ scores,  

socio-emotional health, and school 

readiness among others.(Hart &  

Risley, 1995) 
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May 1  PTO Meeting 

  6:00 p.m. 

  Childcare provided 

May 7   2nd Cup of Coffee 

(Wednesday) 9:10 a.m. in the lobby 

May 8   Early Release 1:00 p.m. 

May 9  PIG OUT ON READING! 

  6:00 pm—7:30 pm 

May 12-16 Teacher Appreciation  

  Week 

May 14 & 28 Parent Workshop Series 

  Giving Children Control 

  5:45 pm-7:15 pm 

May 21  Parent’s Night Out 

  5:30 pm-7:30 pm 

  Child care and dinner  

  provided. 

Children in Room 205 observed 

“sprouts” on potatoes in the discovery 

area. The question then arose, “Will 

the sprouts grow into big potatoes?”  

To answer this question, the students 

set up an experiment.  The students 

will observe the potatoes and record 

their observations throughout the next 

few weeks and place their  

observations in a potato journal.  



Spring is here! And on the farm that 

means baby animals. In April  

Wintonbury students met a variety of 

baby chicks, lambs, and of course, 

Star Fire, the new kid. They saw an 

egg incubator and a brooder (where 

young chicks are kept warm in their 

first few weeks of life).  

Children had the opportunity to  

sequence the development of a chick 

from the egg being laid to the chick 

emerging from its shell. They used a 
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Free Parent Workshop! 

Giving Children Control: Simple Tips for  

families to build self control in their young children. 

Presented by early childhood  

advocate Beth Bye. 

Two part series:  

Wednesday, May 14th  5:45 pm -7:15 pm 

follow up session ~ May 28th 5:45 pm—7:15 pm 

Childcare and Dinner provided. R.S.V.P. to Irene Garneau at 

igarneau@blmfld.org or 860-769-5510 

 

candler and black box to see inside a 

variety of eggs, noticing similarities 

and differences.  

New vocabulary at the farm this 

month included: candler, brooder, 

incubator, lamb, kid, hen, and chick. 

The PTO planned a busy month for 
Wintonbury families in May!  Keep 
your calendar clear for some or all of 
these events! 
 
PIG OUT ON READING! Join us on 
Friday, May 9th for stories from 
Farmer Minor and his amazing pig 
Daisy. Children can meet and pet 
Daisy, have a photo taken (bring your 
camera!) and see Principal Naraine 
KISS the pig!  A sure bet for a fun 
family night out! 6:00 pm—7:30 pm. 
 

 

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 
12th –16th. The PTO with help from 
all families sponsor a teacher  
breakfast, lunch and surprises 
throughout the week.  If you want to 
volunteer and show your  
appreciation contact Karen at 
Kmamczynski@aol.com. 
 
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT! The PTO is 
sponsoring a night of comedy and 
relaxation. Childcare and dinner is 
provided for the kids– you get to sit 
back and relax! 5:30 pm –7:30 pm. 
 

PTO  

Nominations for the 2014-2015 PTO 
leadership team were held at the 
April meeting with the following  
candidates nominated: 
President: Sonji Nicholson 
Vice-President: Krysta Chambers 
Co-Treasurer:  Rashida Blackett 
Co-Treasurer:  Shanoah Gee 
Co-Secretary:  Jessica Saxton 
Co-Secretary:  Rochelle Palache 
 
Elections will take place at the May 
1st meeting. A huge thank you to all 
parents who support Wintonbury by 
volunteering! 

Children in Room 201 observe  

Gabrielle Howe spin wool on a spinning 

wheel as part of their study on Fairy 

Tales. 

Preschoolers in Room 102  

collaborate and problem solve 

while building a marble run. 
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Objectives for this unit of study  

include: 

Observe and describe differences  

between living and nonliving things in 

terms of growth, offspring and need 

for energy from “food.”  

Sort, count, and classify living and 

nonliving things in the classroom, the 

schoolyard and in pictures.  

In April the Kindergarten  

students started a study on  

Living and Non-Living things. A 

highlight of this unit includes a 

pond created by each classroom 

where students add elements of 

the ecosystem as the unit is 

taught. All students will create 

science journals to record their  

observations about what they 

have discovered each day. 

Kindergarten Happenings -    Sarah Leibert, Curriculum Specialist 

 When children use toys and games 

in the classroom, we encourage 

them to talk about what they are 

doing. For example, we might say: 

“Tell me about the design you 

made.” or “How did you get those 

rings to fit together?” or “You’ve 

picked out all blocks that look the 

same. Can you tell me how they are 

the same?” These questions and 

comments are designed to help  

children develop their thinking 

skills.  

Creative Curriculum for Preschool© 

Toys and games, also referred to 

as manipulatives, include puzzles, 

various table blocks, small  

construction materials such as 

Legos, board games, and  

collections of objects (including 

shells, bottle caps, and buttons). 

When children use toys and games, 

they explore how things work; learn 

to be creative and use their  

imaginations; strengthen and  

control the small muscles in their 

hands; work cooperatively and solve  

problems; and learn math ideas and 

concepts. 

Pre-K Curriculum Corner– toys and games                     Irene Garneau, Instructional Coach 
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Use nonstandard measures to  

estimate and compare the height, 

length or weight of different kinds of 

plants and animals.  

Observe and write, speak or draw 

about similarities and differences 

between plants and animals.  

 

Children in Room 101 hop to the “Happy” 

song during the 2nd Annual Hop-a-thon 

for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. Please Keep Our School 

Grounds Clean 

Now that the snow has melted some 

dirty little secrets have started to 

show up in our parking lot and school 

grounds. Litter!  Please be kind to 

our earth and our school by disposing 

of refuse appropriately. Bet you can’t 

guess what we’ve found . . . . 

Dirty diapers in the parking lot! 

Cigarette butts! 

Yuck! 

Broken glass! 

Lots of paper and 

plastic litter! 

Rooms 103 & 202  

sponsored a book drive. 

Over 500 gently used 

books were collected 

school wide. The books 

were donated to the  

Department of Reading 

and Language Arts at 

Central Connecticut 

State University which 

distributes books to 

families in need of  

children’s books in the 

home. 



Nurse’s News                 Alea Anderson 

Ticks  
While it is a good idea to take preventive measures against ticks year-round, be extra vigilant in warmer 

months (April-September) when ticks are most active. 

Did you know? 

Ticks are arachnids, relatives of spiders. 

Ticks live in wooded areas, brushy fields, and around your home. 

Ticks survive by eating blood from their hosts. 

Ticks can pass infections from one host to the next, including humans. 

 

Tick prevention: 

Avoid wooded and bushy areas with high grass and leaf litter.  

Walk in the center of trails.  
Repel Ticks with DEET or Permethin. Use repellents that contain DEET on exposed skin and clothing 

for protection that lasts up to several hours.  

 

Find and Remove Ticks:  

Bathe or shower as soon as possible after coming indoors (preferably within two hours) to wash off and 
more easily find ticks that are crawling on you.  

Conduct a full-body tick check using a hand-held or full-length mirror to view all parts of your body upon  
return from tick-infested areas. Parents should check their children for ticks under the arms, in and 
around the ears, inside the belly button, behind the knees, between the legs, around the waist, and  
especially in their hair.  

Examine gear and pets. Ticks can ride into the home on clothing and pets, then attach to a person later, so 
carefully examine pets, coats, and day packs.  

Tumble clothes in a dryer on high heat for an hour to kill remaining ticks.  

 

Tick removal: 
If you find a tick attached to your skin, there's no need to panic. There are several tick removal devices on the 
market, but a plain set of fine-tipped tweezers will remove a tick quite effectively. Your goal is to remove the 
tick as quickly as possible--not waiting for it to detach. 

Use fine-tipped tweezers to grasp the tick as close to the skin's surface as possible.  
Pull upward with steady, even pressure. Don't twist or jerk the tick; this can cause the mouth-parts to 

break off and remain in the skin. If this happens, remove the mouth-parts with tweezers. If you are 
unable to remove the mouth easily with clean tweezers, leave it 
alone and let the skin heal.  

After removing the tick, thoroughly clean the bite area and your hands 
with rubbing alcohol, an iodine scrub, or soap and water.  

 
 
Follow-up:   
If you develop a rash or fever within several weeks of removing a tick, see 
your doctor. Be sure to tell the doctor about your recent tick bite, when 
the bite occurred, and where you most likely acquired the tick. 

Have extra 

children’s 

clothes?   

The nurse’s  

office is 

looking for 

extra 

clothes, 

pants  

especially, in sizes 4-7. 


