
The Wintonbury Early  

Childhood Magnet School is 

thrilled to announce that 

Judy Jablon, a national 

speaker, educator and  

author will spend two days 

in May engaging early  

childhood educators from 

Bloomfield and West  

Hartford in professional 

conversations about best 

practices in early childhood 

education. With high  

quality early childhood  

education on both the state 

and national agendas,  

Wintonbury is proud to be a 

leader in the field. Principal 

Jenna Tenore says, “It has 

been a long-term goal of the 

school (Wintonbury) to be a 

resource for high quality  

professional development 

not only for our own staff 

but for the Bloomfield  

community. This event is 

the beginning of what we 

hope to be a long history of 

bringing national level  

trainers to the Greater  

Hartford early childhood 

community.” 

Judy Jablon is an educator 

and author with more than 

30 years of experience in 

early childhood and  

primary education.  

Originally a teacher, Judy is 

grounded in theory and 

practice that emphasize 

child development,  

observation, critical  

thinking, and experiential 

learning. Judy will work with 

educational leadership,  

parents and teachers 

through the lens of her book 

Powerful Interactions: How 

to Connect with Children to 

Extend Their Learning.  

A unique and powerful piece 

of this professional  

development is  

collaboration between 

Bloomfield Public Schools 

and our neighboring district 

of West Hartford. Teachers 

and administrators from 

both private programs and 

public schools will work over 

two days with Judy on  

implementing and  

supporting Powerful  

Interactions and building 

self-regulation skills in  

preschool and kindergarten 

classrooms. 

The final piece to this  

professional development 

“event” is a 90-minute  

parent workshop presented 

by Judy Jablon. Engaging 

parents as partners and 

creating strong home – 

school connections is a  

priority for Wintonbury. Judy 

tells us that “extensive  

research shows that healthy 

development depends on 

the quality and reliability of 

a young child’s relationships 

with the important people in 

his or her life, both within 

and outside the family. Even 
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May 3  2nd Cup of 

  Coffee 

May 9  1:00 p.m. 

  Early  

  Dismissal

  Professional 

  Development 

  6:00 p.m. 

  PTO Meeting 

May 23  Parent  

  Workshop 

  with Judy 

  Jablon 

  3:15-4:45 p.m. 

May 24  NO SCHOOL 

  Professional 

  Development 

May 27  NO SCHOOL 

  Memorial Day 

the development of a 

child’s brain architecture 

depends on the  

establishment of these  

relationships.” In the  

parent workshop Judy will 

explore ways parents and 

guardians can use  

interactions with their  

children to make a  

difference in how they feel 

about themselves and their 

success as learners. 

May 23rd and 24th will be 

busy days of learning and 

leading for what we hope to 

be well over 150  

teachers, administrators 

and parents. Our goal is to 

reach across the  

administrator/teacher/

parent lines to create an  

in-depth and powerful  

learning experience for the 

many adults that touch the 

lives of young children. 

Chief Operating Officer of  

Bloomfield Public Schools, 

Christopher Leone said, 

“The concept behind a  

cooperative early  

childhood professional  

development day with two 

districts is a model that can 

be followed across the 

state. The fact that  

Wintonbury will host this 

event is a moment of  

celebration for Bloomfield.” 
Judy Jablon, national 

speaker and co-author of 

Powerful Interactions: How 

to Connect with Children to 

Extend  Learning 



Spring is here! And on the farm that 

means baby animals. In March  

Wintonbury students met a variety of 

ducklings and baby chicks. They saw 

an egg incubator and a brooder 

(where young chicks are kept warm 

in their first few weeks of life).  

Children had the opportunity to  

sequence the development of a chick 

from the egg being laid to the chick 

emerging from its shell. They used a 

candler and black box to see inside a 

variety of eggs, noticing similarities 

and differences.  

New vocabulary at the farm this 

month included: candler, brooder, 

incubator, hen, duckling and chick. 

The Auerfarm 
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What You Can Do At Home  Help Me Grow 

      
PTO News 

Join WECMS families for the 

4th annual Farm Party on 

June 1 (raindate June 2) at the  

Auerfarm. 

If you are interested in  

supporting the school in a  

leadership role please contact 

Marianne Stone or Jenna 

Tenore and learn about how 

you can help continue  

Wintonbury’s traditions of  

family involvement. 

Every parent wants their child to 

be healthy and develop new 

skills as expected for their age. 

The Ages and Stages Child 

Monitoring Program (ASQ),  

offered by Help Me Grow, can 

help reduce any worries you 

might have about your child’s 

development. 

ASQ will mail you a  

questionnaire every few months 

up until your child’s fifth  

birthday. You will answer  

questions about some things 

your child can and cannot do, 

then mail the questionnaire back 

to the Child Development  

Infoline, a Help Me Grow  

partner.  They will contact you 

after every questionnaire you 

send in to give you information 

about your child’s development 

and send you fun activities for 

you and your child to enjoy. 

To enroll you can call 1-800-505-

7000. 

Students in Room 103 peer into the black 

box to see an egg illuminated with a  

candler (a special flashlight). 

Cody Lever, Lyla’s dad  in 

Room 306, gave her class a 

demonstration of roping tricks 

he learned as a cowboy growing 

up in Texas. Before moving to 

Connecticut, Mr. Lever toured 

the Lone Star state  

participating in roping  

competitions. Lyla’s  

grandfather, Robert, is still a 

professional roper and  

competes regularly. Children 

in Room 306 enjoyed meeting a 

real live cowboy! 

A student in 

Room 103 drew 

a chick after 

his class visit to 

the Auerfarm. 

 

Have extra children’s 

clothes?   

The nurse’s office is 

looking for 

extra 

clothes, 

pants  

especially, 

in sizes 3-7. 

mailto:marianne1974@comcast.net
mailto:jtenore@blmfld.org
mailto:jtenore@blmfld.org


reading behaviors).  At a DRA Level 4 

(our Benchmark) the student is asked 

to retell the story, to identify the best 

part of the story  and to make  

connections to what was read.  Is 

there anything you can do at home?   

Certainly!  Please read to your child 

and have your child retell the story. 

 The characters, setting, events in a 

sequence with details and the ending 

of the story should be included in the 

retell.  Also ask your child why he 

liked the story and if the story  

May signals the beginning of the end 

of the school year.  Like all school 

districts, we are starting our year end 

reading assessments.  Our students 

will be given the Developmental 

Reading Assessment (DRA2) based 

on their current reading level.  We 

test to determine the child’s  

independent and instructional  

reading levels.  This is done one on 

one through a running record (the  

student reads a text to the teacher 

and the teacher records the student’s 

reminds him of anything.  Please 

make it enjoyable and do it  

occasionally, not every time you 

read!  You could also have your child 

retell a TV show or an actual event.  

Please check with your classroom 

teacher or me if you have any  

questions. 

Kindergarten Happenings       Carolyn Woodman, Reading Specialist           

you might use a small dishpan as a 

miniature sandbox. All you need is a few 

inches of fine white sand. Collect small 

items such as shells, rubber animals, 

small scoops or funnels. A variety of 

props will lead to many hours of  

enjoyment for your child.  

Take time to join in your child’s play. Ask 

them open-ended questions (that have no 

right answer), this will lead to interesting 

conversations. Open ended questions 

often start with phrases like:  “What do 

you think will happen if . . .” or “Tell me 

about . . .“ 

 

Creative Curriculum for Preschool© 

We encourage children to experiment 

with these materials. As they do, we ask 

questions to focus their thinking on their 

discoveries:  “How did the water change 

when we added the soap flakes?”, “What 

can wet sand do that dry sand can’t?”, 

“How many of these measuring cups of 

water do you suppose it will take to fill this 

quart pitcher?” 

What can you do at home? 

If your child particularly enjoys playing 

with water and sand, you may want to set 

up some play areas for these activities in 

your home. Water play can be set up at 

the bathroom or kitchen sink.  

If a sandbox is not available outdoors, 

Although you’re probably used to seeing 

your children splash in the bathtub and 

dig in the sandbox at the playground, you 

may be surprised to know that the Sand 

and Water  Area, or sensory play, is an 

important part of our curriculum. Both 

sand and water are natural materials for 

learning. 

When children pour water into measuring 

cups, they are exploring math concepts. 

When they drop corks, stones, feathers, 

and marbles into a tub of water, they are 

scientists exploring which objects float 

and which sink. When they comb sand 

into patterns, they learn about both math 

and art. 

Pre-K Curriculum Corner— Sensory Play         Creative Curriculum© 
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Children in Room 305 

collaborate using 

“beautiful stuff” to 

create three  

dimensional art. 

With the leadership of Carolyn Woodman,  

kindergarten teachers from Wintonbury and Laurel 

schools work together to write new units of study to 

support the Common Core State Standards. 

mailto:cwoodman@blmfld.org


The Warm Weather is Here: 50 Ways to Explore Outside! 

The deer (or black-legged) tick in 

the East and the related western 

black-legged tick are the only 

known transmitters of Lyme  

Disease in the United States. Like 

all species of ticks, deer ticks and 

their relatives require a blood meal 

to progress to each successive 

stage in their life cycles. Deer ticks 

are most active in the spring and 

fall and are present throughout the 

summer.  Make sure to check your 

child and yourself each time you 

come in from playing, walking or  

hiking outdoors. Wearing long 

sleeves and pants can help repel 

Spring Means Its Tick Season! 
ticks. You can also brush off clothing 

and pets before going inside.  

Remember to use bug spray like 

Deep Woods Off!® to deter ticks 

from making you their next meal! 

Symptoms of Lyme Disease 

A ring-shaped rash may occur within 

4-20 days. Symptoms may include 

fever, chills, headache, stiffness in 

joints, weakness and fatigue. In 

some cases there are no symptoms. 

Make sure to contact your doctor if 

you suspect Lyme Disease, or its  

symptoms. 

The sizes of the three 

stages of a deer tick 

(compared to the eye of a 

needle). 

1. Go cloud watching 

2. Build a fort 

3. Climb a tree 

4. Roar at the moon 

5. Go on a nature scavenger hunt 

6. Plant a garden 

7. Create a backyard beach 

8. Explore a flower 

9. Run barefoot through the grass 

(especially wet grass) 

10. Dig in the dirt 

11. Watch ants 

12. Camp out in your backyard 

13. Tour your neighbor’s front   

       gardens 

14. Take a color walk 

15. Jump in puddles 

16. Go on a backyard bird watching     

      expedition 

17. Bake mud cakes  

18. Raise a caterpillar; release a 

butterfly 

19. Build a fairy house 

20. Make leaf, rock or bark rubbings 

21. Start a backyard field guide  

22. Create rock art 

23. Gaze at the stars 

24. Plant a tree from seed  

25. Play with sticks 

26. Dig for worms 

27. Watch a sunset 

28. Go butterfly watching (and 

maybe catch a few!) 

29. Host a backyard garden tour 

30. Make a moon journal 

31. Run through a pile of leaves 

32. Start a seed collection 

33. Paint with mud 

34. Take a flower walk 

35. Create a fairy garden 

36. Plant a flower 

37. Search for spider webs 

38. Go on a backyard safari  

39. Explore a tree 

40. Design a backyard hiking trail 

41. Create a treasure map 

42. Enjoy a backyard campfire 

43. Go on a bird scavenger hunt 

44. Make a birdfeeder  

45. Start a nature journal 

46. Paint rocks 

47. Create land art  

48. Take a compass walk 

49. Make sand angels  

50. Go on a backyard bug hunt 

These ideas and more can be found 

on www.explorenature.com  

Worms! 

Children in Room 101 explored 

the wonderful and wiggly world of 

worms in April. They learned 

facts about worms, for instance 

did you know worms have 5 

hearts? Or that their skin needs 

to be moist to breathe? Or that 

the biggest worm on record was 

10 feet long?!  

http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/04/lessons-from-nature-raising-our-adopted.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/07/fun-friday-build-fairy-house.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/06/fun-friday-backyard-field-guide-getting.html
http://imaginationsoup.net/2010/06/make-a-date-with-nature/
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/07/fun-friday-plant-tree-from-seed.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/01/fun-friday-stick-play.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/02/fun-friday-build-snow-animals.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/04/fun-friday-watch-sunset.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/03/fun-friday-spring-flower-walk.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/04/fun-friday-plant-flower.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/03/fun-friday-backyard-wildlife-watching.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/05/fun-friday-explore-tree.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/03/fun-friday-backyard-campfire.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/02/fun-friday-make-pinecone-birdfeeder.html
http://goexplorenature.blogspot.com/2010/01/fun-friday-land-art.html

