
How do you find the right  

holiday gifts that will delight your 

child, encourage curiosity and build 

skills? “Good toys have staying 

power; they engage,” says Diana 

Huss Green, founder of Parents’ 

Choice. “They help build  

attention spans, not fragment 

them. A good toy does not offer 

answers; it stimulates questions 

and presents problems for solving.” 

Here are some tips to guide your 

holiday shopping: 

1. Don’t be lured by the ads and 

hype for the “hottest toys.”  

These toys may be advertised 

heavily, but they may not hold 

your child’s attention for long.   

2. Follow your child’s  

interests.  “Most parents have 

a sense of which toy is  

effective in teaching something 

to their children, but because 

each child has her own way of 

learning, a toy that is great for 

one child may not be effective 

for another.” says Mike Norris, 

educator from the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art. Ask yourself 

the question, “what is my child 

passionate about, what  

interests him/her?” 

3. Make sure the toy, game or 

book is age-appropriate. Always 

check labels on boxes or read 

the full description when  

shopping by catalog or online, 

to see what age the toy is  

recommended for. 

4. Pose the right questions to find 

out what your child will learn.  

Children learn from playing. You 

can try to understand what the toy 

you’re selecting will teach. Experts 

suggest  toys that help your child 

express themselves, discover their 

world and develop their  

imaginations. 

5. Check out the award-winners.  

Many organizations have annual 

awards for the best toys and  

education products. A few  

noteworthy ones are: 

Parents’ Choice Fall 2015 Award 

Toy Portfolio 2015 Platinum Awards 

Truce 2015-2016 Annual Toy Selection 

Guide 

6. Check museum catalogs and visit 

museum gift shops, which often 

have an area devoted to  

products geared to  

children.  These are excellent  

places to find toys that stimulate  

curiosity and creativity.  A few to 

get you started: 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art or the 

American Museum of Natural History  

Check the Association of  

Children’s Museums Web site to find a 

Children’s Museum gift shop near you, 

or to locate one with an online catalog. 

7. Ask for suggestions from teachers, 

other parents, childcare providers 

and knowledgeable toy  

retailers. Although you’ll want to 

base your choice for learning gifts 

primarily on your child’s interests, 

you can get some useful  

suggestions from others who have 
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December 3 PTO Meeting  

  6:00-7:00 p.m. 

  Childcare provided. 

December 9-11 Parent/Teacher  

  Conferences 

  Early Dismissal 1:00 p.m 

  Coffee and treats will be  

  available in the lobby. 

December 21- Winter Break 

January 1 SCHOOL CLOSED 

   

had first hand experience with  

products you are considering. 

8. Pick toys that fit your budget and your 

values.  Don’t be worn down or made 

to feel guilty if everyone else on the 

block is buying the latest expensive 

video game. There are plenty of  

reasonably priced, high-quality  

alternatives that fit your values. 

9. You don’t have to shop at a toy store! 

Some of the most treasured gifts 

come from non-traditional places. For 

example, if your child loves to clean 

think about  getting a dust buster at a 

local home improvement store. Think 

out of the box! 

10.  Make sure it’s fun! “A toy or  

children’s product is supposed to 

entertain the child. It should amuse, 

delight, excite and be enjoyable,” 

notes Dr. Toy. No toy or game is going 

to keep your child’s 

interest unless it is 

fun to play with, 

offers lasting play 

value and puts a 

smile on his face. 

http://www.parents-choice.org
http://www.parents-choice.org
http://www.parents-choice.org/award.cfm?thePage=toys&p_code=p_toy&c_code=c_toy&orderby=award
http://www.toyportfolio.com/preschool.php?Age=Preschool
http://www.truceteachers.org/docs/TRUCE_Toy_Guide_2016.pdf
http://www.truceteachers.org/docs/TRUCE_Toy_Guide_2016.pdf
http://store.metmuseum.org/metkids/icat/metkids
http://shop.amnh.org/
http://www.childrensmuseums.org/
http://www.childrensmuseums.org/


The PTO is looking for volunteers to 
help with the Otis Spunkmeyer  
Cookie Dough Fundraiser. 
If you are interested in learning more 
feel free to contact Tiffany at  
Wintonbury_pto@yahoo.com.  
 
Join us for the next PTO meeting 
on Thursday, December 3rd from 
6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.  Childcare will 
be provided for the first 20 children 
ages 3 and up. 
 
Thank you also to everyone who 

came out to and helped with the Fall 

Festival - another extremely  

successful event! Thank you to  

everyone who baked for the bake 

sale, volunteered the night of and a 

special thank you to Meg Boyd and 

Eleanor Terrell for doing such an 

amazing job organizing the event.  

  

PTO is also looking for volunteers to 

help with Try-Day Friday, a healthy 

eating initiative. If you like to cut fruits 

and vegetables this could be a job for 

you! 

PTO News  
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Connecting With Our Community 

On Friday, November 13, 2015 Officer  

Kenan Vugdalic, known as Officer “V” to  

students and staff, and a fellow officer visited 

Wintonbury for a friendly and informational “open 

patrol car” day.  

Officer V answered many questions asked by  

children and provided information about what a 

police officer’s job entails.  He showed children 

equipment that officers use, especially the tools on 

his belt. He also turned on the siren and invited 

children to sit in the patrol car. 

A big thank you to Officer Vugdalic, Bloomfield’s 

newest Community Resource Officer! 

Mystery Reader Returns! 

Daniel, a Wintonbury alum and proud 

first grader, was a guest reader in Room 

306. Daniel provided an interactive 

reading experience by asking open-

ended questions and inviting thoughts 

from the class during the read aloud of 

Clark the Shark. Great job! 

Try Day—Friday! 

As part of our healthy eating initiative 

Wintonbury students will try new 

fruits and veggies twice a month  

starting in December! Children will 

bring home a description of the food 

they tried and whether or 

not they liked it. Perhaps 

you can include some of 

their “likes” on your next 

shopping list! 

December 4 PINEAPPLE      

December 18 PEPPERS 

 

mailto:Wintonbury_pto@yahoo.com


Gingerbread and comparing  

different variations of the story. 

Some examples include: The  

Gingerbread Man, The Gingerbread 

Boy, and The Gingerbread Girl. 

Kindergarten students participate  

in Guided Reading groups where 

they receive small group instruction  

that focuses on early literacy  

reading strategies. Most groups are 

also working on letter name/sound, 

sight word recognition, and tracking 

print. If your student comes home 

with a list of words to practice, 

please encourage them to practice 

reading, writing and identifying 

them in books you have at home. 

Guided Reading is a very exciting 

time in the classroom. Children look 

Kindergarten started their Unit of 

Study on Customs and Traditions. 

The class will explore literature  

focusing on the customs and  

traditions of Kwanza, Hanukkah and 

Christmas. They are currently  

compiling a list of things they know 

about customs and traditions and 

things they would like to know. At 

the end of the unit they will fill out 

the final column about what the class 

has learned. In order to understand 

the concept of customs and traditions 

children will compare and contrast a  

variety of texts. Students will share 

their own traditions through   

drawing, speaking and writing. At 

the end of the Unit of Study kinder-

garten classes will focus on  

forward to practicing their  

reading skills and showing the  

teacher what they know! 

Kindergarten classes started to dive 

into the “Go Math” program. There 

are many hands-on center activities 

for math, and  children are gradually 

being asked to incorporate written 

work associated with new learning. 

The written work is used to check for 

understanding, and to share with you 

what they are working on in school. 

Please continue working on number 

identification and matching numbers 

to sets. When students have a strong 

foundation in these skills, the more 

complicated skills are easier to grasp. 

Thank you for your support! 

Kindergarten Happenings -   Elisabeth Kelley, Kindergarten Teacher 

plan for some additional time for your 

meal preparation but your child will 

learn valuable lessons and get to 

spend quality time with you! You can 

ask questions like: 

  What happened to the butter when 

we put it in the microwave? 

  How should we get the flour into 

this cup? 

 Did we get all the juice out of that  

lemon? Let’s push down on the 

lemon together and see what  

happens? 

 

scientists, observing what happens to 

flour when we add water to it and  

predicting how high we could fill a  

muffin tin so the batter doesn’t  

overflow. 

When we prepare the special food of 

each family, your child learns to  

appreciate the cultures of everyone in 

the class. Perhaps you have some  

favorite family recipes that you would 

like to share with us. Please give them 

to us at any time! We’d like it, too, if 

you want  to join us and cook in your 

child’s classroom! 

There are many rewards to cooking 

with your child at home. You need to 

Cooking is an important part of our 

curriculum. When children cook, they 

have an opportunity to learn about  

nutrition, to be creative, and to prepare 

their own healthy snacks. Cooking 

teaches a lot of academic skills too. 

When children learn to follow picture 

recipe cards, they develop skills they 

need to read and write. Measuring 1 

cup of flour and pouring 1/4 teaspoon 

of lemon juice into batter gives them a 

lesson in math. Whipping egg whites 

into meringue and melting cheese  

under a broiler are lessons in science. 

When children cook, we talk a lot about 

what they are doing and why. They are 

Pre-K Curriculum Corner              Cooking                                 The Creative Curriculum for Preschool™ 
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A huge thank you to the Wintonbury community!  

During the month of November children, families and staff  

contributed to Food Share in Bloomfield, by donating non-perishable 

items collected by each classroom. Teachers Erin Bagdikian, Marissa 

Georgetti, Amber Ouellette, and Jen Treado  (Rooms 205 & 206)  

organized and delivered the food. Staff also contributed by donating 

for a “dress down” day raising over $145.00 for Food Share. 



Room 205: Colin noticed that  

Sammy was having a hard time 

holding her cup and pushing the  

button for water. He walked over and 

helped! (left) 

 

Room 305: Triniti was having  

difficulty pushing and drinking from 

the water fountain. Anubis was  

waiting in line and noticed. So he just 

stepped up and helped her.  After she 

was done she did the same for him. 

(right) 

 

Room 303: Zachary offered to help 

Charlie complete a puzzle and told 

him, “If you ever need help, I’m only a 

dance away!” 

Caught in the Act . . . Of Kindness! 

Deciding when a child is too sick to go to 

school can be a difficult decision for 

parents to make. When trying to decide, 

use the guidelines below and seek the 

advice of your health care provider.  

Please do not send your ill or injured 

child to school and ask the nurse to 

“check him/her out”.  If you think your 

child needs assessment, contact their 

health care provider, 

1. If your child has a temperature of 

100.0F or greater he/she must stay 

home. Your child cannot return to 

school until the fever has been gone 

for at least 24 hours without  

medication. 

2. If your child has diarrhea, he/she   

should stay home through the next 

school day after the diarrhea has 

passed. (Ex. Your child is sent home 

on a Tuesday at 10 AM for diarrhea 

and stops having diarrhea at 6 PM 

and can tolerate dinner, your child 

can return the following Thursday.) 

3. If your child vomited during the 

night, he/she should stay home 

until there is no vomiting for 24 

hours and they are able to tolerate 

a meal. 

4. If your child woke up with one or 

both eyes red, sealed with  

discharge, and/or is itchy or  

painful, he/she should stay 

home and be seen by their 

health care provider.  If  

prescribed an antibiotic eye drop, 

he/she may return after 24 

hours of use. 

5. If your child is complaining of 

severe sore throat they should 

stay home and be seen by their 

health care provider.  If an  

antibiotic is prescribed, he/she 

may return after 24 hours of use. 

6. If your child has severe cold 

symptoms with thick discharge, 

especially green discharge, from 

the nose or has a wheezing, 

croupy cough they should stay 

home. 

7. If your child has an unknown 

rash he/she should stay home 

and be evaluated by their health 

care provider.  If prescribed an 

antibiotic they may return after 

24 hours of use. Please cover 

any open or oozing sores. 

 

In the event that your child does not 

have a fever, if they are  

exhibiting negative changes in  

behavior, temperament, or  

classroom performance due to 

various health concerns (i.e.  

fatigue, colds, constipation, etc.) 

you may be called to pick up your 

child. Please consider the health 

of your child and the other children 

in the class and follow these 

guidelines before sending your 

child back to school. Keep these 

guidelines handy in order to  

determine when your child can 

come back to school after being ill. 

Recovery time is shorter with a 

sick child who is given plenty of 

rest. Thank you for helping us to 

maintain a healthy and happy 

school environment for all of our 

students! 

 Sick Children……….Stay at Home Guidelines  Health Department, BPS 


