
At Wintonbury we often discuss 

the pillars of our practice:  

relationships, self-regulation and 

oral language. All three of these 

tenants have a deep body of  

research that points to their  

importance in setting the stage for 

not only current but future  

learning. In the past year our staff 

spent many hours working with 

author and national consultant 

Judy Jablon on Powerful  

Interactions in the classroom. This 

relationship based practice helps 

children feel emotionally  

connected to adults, safe and 

ready to learn.  Psychologist Lev 

Vygotsky explains the vital  

connection between relationships 

and learning, and that “ the range 

of knowledge and skills that a 

child can develop interacting with 

an adult or peer is greater than the 

child can gain alone”  (Vygotsky, 

1978) We know that the most 

meaningful learning happens 

within the context of relationships. 

Children’s social and emotional 

functioning in the classroom is 

increasingly recognized as an  

indicator of school readiness (Blair 

et al, 2002). Research also tells us 

that children who are motivated 

and connected to others in the 

early years of schooling are much 

more likely to establish positive 

trajectories of development in 

both social and academic  

domains. (Hamre & Pianta, 2001) 

In other words, if you have  

authentic relationships with adults 

and peers at school you will be more  

successful academically. 

Every child is unique, but the one 

thing every child needs to flourish is 

to feel accepted and appreciated. 

(Dodge, 2002) The quality of  

children’s relationships with their 

teachers in preschool is an important 

predictor of children’s future social 

relationships and academic success 

in school (Peisner-Feinberg et al, 

1999). Strong relationships ready  

children’s minds for learning. As Loris 

Malaguzzi, the founder of the Reggio 

Emilia schools has said, “The way we 

get along with children influences 

what motivates them and what they 

learn”. 

At Wintonbury we place a great value 

on developing genuine relationships 

with our students and their families. 

Teachers at Wintonbury actively  

promote relationships with students 

through: developing emotional  

connections, showing mutual respect, 

engaging in shared experiences, 

showing awareness and responding 

to children’s academic and emotional 

concerns, and honoring children’s 

interests, motivations and points of 

view. Our goal is that each child  

experiences a sense of community 

allowing them the self-confidence to 

tackle new tasks and seek answers to 

questions. (Dodge, 2002) 
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December 6 2nd Cup of Coffee 

  9:10 a.m. in the lobby 

December  Conferences  

11-13  Early Dismissal  

  1:00 p.m. 

December 16 Last Day for Food Drive 

December 18 Open House for  

  Prospective Families  

  4:00—5:30 p.m. 

December 23- Winter Break 

January 3 NO SCHOOL 

 

A kindergartener from Room 303 

bravely explores the insides of a  

pumpkin. 



Wintonbury students spent the 

month of November learning 

about the harvest season at the 

farm. Children explored the  

gardens and fields collecting 

seeds, leaves and other plant  

material for investigation. They 

navigated a corn maze, read Leaf 

Man by Lois Ehlert and explored 

the insides of pumpkins. 

December brings colder weather 

and a move indoors at the farm. 

Children will learn about the idea 

 Auerfarm 
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Nurse’s News                 Alea Anderson 

It’s Cold Season! 

Hand washing is an important 

practice all year long but it is  

especially helpful during the cold 

and flu season. Following a good 

hand washing routine helps keep 

everyone healthy, children and 

adults alike. Please remember to 

have your child wash their hands 

with soap and water upon arrival 

to school and as soon as they  

return home. This helps to keep 

“home germs” home and “school 

germs” at school. Hand washing is 

also important before eating 

meals or snacks and after  

sneezing, coughing or using the 

bathroom. Germs are one thing we 

don’t want to share! 

 

of “Farms Produce Grains”.  

Children will thresh, winnow and 

grind oats into flour. They will 

also make gingerbread dough and 

decorate gingerbread cookies. 

Each trip also includes a visit to 

the barn where Wintonbury  

students learn about the livestock 

that live there. 

New vocabulary includes: 

seeds, maze, autumn, harvest, 

mill, grain, flour, thresh, winnow, 

and grind.  

We’d love for you to get involved! 
The PTO has exciting family events 
planned in the coming months. In 
January we will host the 5th annual 
PJ Literacy Night with local librarians, 
teachers and parent readers. If you 
are interested in being a guest reader 
please let us know!   
 
In the spring we will bring authors, 
science labs and maybe even invite 
Farmer Minor and his Fabulous Pig 
back to Pig Out on Reading!  There 
will be many opportunities to  
volunteer for jobs big and small to 

 

support these fun family events. If 
you are interested in learning more 
feel free to contact Karen at 

Kmamczynski@aol.com   
 
The next PTO meeting will be held 
on January 9, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
Childcare provided. 
 
Thanks to families who sold Otis 
Spunkmeyer cookie dough!  Your  
orders will be ready to pick up 
during conferences 
by the parent  
entrance. 

PTO  

A pre-k student in Room 106  

created a plan for her  

building in the block area. 

We are always collecting Box Tops! 

When doing your holiday shopping 

on-line consider going through the 

Box Tops website and earning box 

tops for our school.  Sign up here: 

https://www.boxtops4education.com/

marketplace  

A preschooler in Room 106 works on 

eye-hand coordination by hammering 

golf tees into a pumpkin. 

mailto:Kmamczynski@aol.com
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books and movies (K+) 

www.starfall.com: A great creative  

website for children.  It includes  

interactive books so turn the sound on! 

(Pre-K+) 

Often children have questions about 

where animals go in the winter. Here 

are a few books geared to the younger 

child to learn more about hibernation.  

Please check them out at the library 

over vacation! 

Animals in Winter by Henrietta  

Bancroft 

Our Holiday Recess will be here before 

you know it!  When the week starts to 

get long try some of the following  

websites with your child.   

Reading Rainbow is designed to  

encourage a love of books and reading 

for children 4-8. 

www.bookpals.net/storyline:  This site 

provides an on-line streaming video 

program featuring Screen Actors Guild 

members reading children’s books. 

www.kidsread.com: Trivia games and 

word scrambles based on children’s 

Kindergarten Happenings -    Sarah Leibert, Curriculum Specialist 

expand their block play and their 

thinking. Open-ended questions 

promote concept development.  

Children are asked to explain their  

thinking. These “why” questions 

promote analytical skills and moves 

the child’s focus onto the process of 

learning. This strategy also assists 

the teachers in assessing children’s 

understanding. 

Creative Curriculum for Preschool® 

explore weight and size. Each time 

they use blocks, children are  

making decisions about how to 

build a structure or solve a  

construction problem.   

Children often use blocks to  

recreate the world around them—a 

road, a house, the zoo. They work 

together and learn to cooperate and 

make friends. We encourage  

children to talk about what they are 

doing to promote language  

development. We also talk with 

children and ask questions to  

The hardwood unit blocks are one 

of the most valuable learning  

materials in a preschool classroom. 

They come in exact sizes and 

shapes. For this reason when  

children build with blocks they 

learn math concepts such as the 

number of blocks that fill a certain 

space. They compare the height of 

their buildings and learn about  

geometric shapes (triangles, 

squares, and rectangles) and  

symmetry. When they lift, shove, 

stack, and move blocks, they  

Pre-K Curriculum Corner– Blocks       Irene Garneau, Instructional Coach 
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A Study of Water 

Pre-k students in Room 

305 experiment with 

properties of water in 

the sensory table. Left, a 

student graphs the  

number of items that 

sink or float. Right, a 

student investigates how 

water moves through  

different containers and 

varying sized holes. 

Bear Snores On  by Karma Wilson 

Time to Sleep by Denise Fleming 

Little Bear by Elsa Holmelund Minarik  

Enjoy the vacation by reading a book to 

your child.  The memories will last a 

lifetime!   We will see you in 2014! 

 

 

http://www.starfall.com
http://www.bookpals.net/storyline
http://www.kidsread.com


gear and even got to try on some 

equipment themselves! Learn 

about making your own fire safety 

plan at home by visiting http://

www.sparky.org/downloads/

escape_plan.pdf  

Deputy Fire Marshall Jim 

Simone and his crew visited 

Wintonbury on two days in late 

October/early November.  

Children heard about fire 

safety, saw fire fighters in full 

Join us for a 2nd  

Cup of Coffee 

 

Wintonbury Lobby,  

At 9:00 a.m.  

Friday, December 6th  

Hosted by Acting Principal  

Jill Naraine and Wintonbury Staff 

Extra! Extra! Read All About It! 

Congratulations to Wintonbury teachers Haley Ryan and Jen Treado (Fagan) for 

being featured in December’s issue of Teaching Young Children (TYC).  TYC is  

published five times a year by the National Association for the Education of Young 

Children (NAEYC). This professional magazine is read by over 30,000 teachers of 

children ages 3-5 across the United States and beyond. Photos highlighting Ms. Ryan 

and Mrs. Treado engaged with students were included in an article on the  

importance of Powerful Interactions. We will be sure to have some extra copies on 

hand for our families to read when they become available later in December. 

Fire Fighters Visit Wintonbury 

3rd Annual Food Drive at  

Wintonbury Early Childhood  

Magnet School 

Please join our efforts and donate non-perishable 

food items to your child’s classroom. Items will be 

collected now through December 16. All food will be 

given to Bloomfield Social Services. Teachers will 

use this collection effort as an opportunity to talk 

with their students about the importance of caring 

for others and being thankful for 

their many blessings. We encourage 

all families to participate in this  

effort.  
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