
Graduation:  the ceremony of  

conferring degrees or diplomas, 

as at a college or high school.  

Celebration: to rejoice in or 

have special festivities to mark a 

happy day, event, etc.; to praise or 

publicly proclaim. 

 

Even though there is still snow 

on the ground, June is right 

around the corner. Recently 

we’ve had some questions about 

what our school does in terms of 

a kindergarten graduation. I’d 

like to respond by saying we have 

celebrations, not graduations.  

Families choose Wintonbury  

because of many reasons, one of 

them being our developmentally 

appropriate approach to working 

with young children. We hold on 

tight to what we understand is 

best practice. Sometimes that 

isn’t always popular, or what 

your neighbor’s school is doing, or 

what we as parents experienced 

in our own childhoods.  

Nevertheless, we spend our days 

here living out what we know to 

be best practices in early  

childhood education. Although 

best practice encourages adults 

to acknowledge children’s  

accomplishments, we caution 

against over praising which often 

results in teaching children to 

become dependent on external  

motivators. When overused, a  

compliment loses value and the  

reward is diminished. Our goal is 

for motivation to become intrin-

sic,  

allowing children to develop a 

sense of self worth that comes 

from within – the reward for a job 

well done is to feel good about 

doing a good job.   

We believe that finishing  

kindergarten is a great  

accomplishment.  It is something 

to be celebrated. But by definition 

we can’t call the end of  

kindergarten a graduation, there 

is no degree conferred or diploma 

handed out, our students have 

not finished their formal  

schooling. In fact, they have only 

just begun.  We are proud of all 

our students, including  

kindergarteners. This is why we  

encourage a celebration at the 

end of each year – a special party 

or event to mark a happy day.  

There will be special parties in 

preschool and kindergarten for 

your child and family to celebrate 

the end of the school year. You 

may choose to continue that  

celebration with a special family 

dinner or trip to the ice cream 

shop. We are so grateful to all our 

families for sharing their  

children and themselves with us 

each day.   
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April 2  PTO Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

  Childcare provided 

April 3  Good Friday NO SCHOOL  

April 9  2nd Cup of  

  Coffee 

  Wintonbury Lobby  

  9:00 a.m.  

April   Spring Recess 

13-17  NO SCHOOL 

April 23 Annual Hop-a-Thon for 

  Muscular Dystrophy 

While studying various community helpers in 

Room 203,  Sam’s mom spoke to the class about 

her job as a nurse. The children explored  

various tools that nurses use and even got to 

try on gloves and masks. One student  

pretended to be a patient and had his head 

wrapped.  



The World Health Organization is 

having World Health Day on April 7th 

with a focus on food safety. 

Keep Germs Out of Your Food 

A big part of safe cooking is  

keeping the chef and the kitchen 

clean. The idea is to keep germs, 

which can make you sick, out of your 

food. Always wash your hands with 

soap and water immediately before 

you begin any recipe. This is  

especially important for recipes that 

involve touching the food directly, 

like kneading dough or mixing  

ingredients with your hands. 
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Nurse’s News           Alea Anderson 

Also be sure to wash your hands 

before and after handling raw 

meat, poultry, egg, and fish  

products because these foods can 

contain bacteria. You don't want 

that bacteria getting on your 

hands because then they could 

end up in your mouth — yuck! 

 

You also can fight germs by  

keeping your working surfaces 

(like countertops and cutting 

boards) clean and dry. Wash them 

with soap and warm water after 

you're done cooking. 

 

Leftovers are great, but you don't 

want germs in them either.  Food may 

be refrigerated or frozen to keep it 

fresh. Eat refrigerated leftovers within 

3 to 5 days and frozen leftovers  

within 2 months. 

 

For lunches that are sent into school 

be sure to send hot foods in a  

container that will keep them hot until 

lunch time, such as a thermos. Also 

for cold foods, be sure to send them 

packed with an ice pack to keep them 

cold until lunch time. These two tips 

can help to keep you from getting sick 

from food that is not stored properly.  

Inspired by Denise Fleming’s latest 

book, Go, Shapes, Go, children in 

Room 201 create their own animals 

from paper shapes.  

Children in Room 303 work collaboratively to 

build a structure with magna-tiles.  Magna-tiles 

are an open-ended material that promotes  

problem solving, peer interaction and  

mathematical thinking.  

PTO News 

Thank you to all the parent 

volunteers who assisted  

during the Scholastic Book 

Fair! 

The next PTO meeting will 

be held on April 2nd at 6:00 

p.m. in the multi-purpose 

room. Childcare and pizza 

provided. 

Kindergarteners in Room 

103 celebrate 100 Days of 

School with many  

opportunities to count to 

100! 

http://kidshealth.org/kid/talk/qa/germs.html
http://kidshealth.org/kid/talk/qa/wash_hands.html


“We’re building our stamina!”  “We read to 

self for 12 minutes today!”  These are some 

of the excited phrases we hear from  

kindergarten students since introducing 

The Daily Five into their classrooms. 

 

The Daily Five is a way of structuring the 

literacy block so every student is  

independently engaged in meaningful  

literacy tasks. These research based tasks 

are ones that will have the biggest impact 

on student reading and writing  

achievement, as well as help foster children 

who love to read and write. Students  

habit of wondering out loud, i.e. “I  

wonder why sometimes your shadow is 

big and sometimes it is small?” The 

kinds of questions you ask and  

statements you make when your child 

is exploring will help develop his  

scientific thinking skills . . .  

“What do you think will happen if . . .” 

“I wonder why . . .” 

“How do you think we can find out?” 

 And remember, you don’t need to know 

all the answers—you can discover them 

together!! 

  Creative Curriculum© 

information, construct an explanation, 

and communicate findings. They also 

learn important concepts in science as 

they study plants, animals, magnets,  

properties of materials, light, shadows, 

how things work, rainbows, our body, 

our senses, how things move and 

change, and more. In addition to  

learning science content, they learn 

how to solve problems together and how 

to communicate with others. 

What Can You Do at Home? 

Science is all around us—from making 

bubbles in the bathtub to boiling water 

on the stove. Your enthusiasm about 

science will be contagious. Get in the 

Young children have many questions 

about the world around them. They 

ask: “Where did the puddle go?”, “What 

do worms eat?”, How can I make my 

truck go faster?”, “Do fish sleep?” 

In preschool classrooms, the Discovery 

Area is a place where children can  

explore and investigate to answer their 

questions. They observe, experiment, 

measure, solve problems, take things 

apart, and explore the materials and 

living things we put out. They guess 

what will happen as a result. 

In the Discovery Area children do what  

scientists do—ask questions, plan and  

conduct investigations, gather  

Pre-K Curriculum Corner   Discovery Area    Irene Garneau 
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Children in Room 106 are learning 

about nursery rhymes. Left, children 

take a close look at rising yeast they 

will use to make Hot Crossed Buns. 

By integrating science content with 

literacy, teachers create rich  

experiences that are highly engaging 

for young children . Wintonbury 

teacher, Elizabeth Guidice, presented 

on this topic to early childhood  

educators in March at the Keefe 

Bruyette Symposium on  

Mathematical and Scientific Thinking 

at the University of Saint Joseph. 

 

Right, children in Room 101 work 

cooperatively to problem solve and 

investigate ramps and pathways. 

Kindergarten Happenings—     Lisa Smith-Horn 

receive explicit whole group instruction and 

then are given extended, practice time to 

read and write  independently while the 

teachers provide specific instruction to  

individuals and small groups of students. 

The five components are: Read to Self, 

Work on Writing, Read to Someone, Listen 

to Reading, and Word Work.  There are very 

specific behavioral expectations that go 

with each Daily 5 component.  Students 

have learned and practiced these behaviors 

and are building reading and writing  

stamina.  One of the foundation lessons is 

teaching the students to select “Good Fit 

Books” or books they can read, understand 

and are interested in, which increases 

motivation and engagement.  Students 

will be spending most of their time  

actually reading, which research  

supports as the number one way to  

improve reading.  To learn more about 

the components of “The Daily Five” ask 

your child!  And, look for some of the 

read-to-self behaviors (staying in one 

spot, reading quietly, building stamina to 

read for a length of time) at home too! 



 Did you know that at age five 85% 

of a person’s intellect, personality 

and social skills are developed? 

 Did you know that parents and  

caregivers can stimulate a child’s 

brain to make the development of 

trillions of synapses by playing,  

talking, reading and responding to 

their children? 

Working together, parents and teachers 

can support young children to develop 

critical oral language and literacy skills. 

These skills help prepare children to 

learn to read. Reading to your child every 

night and asking open ended questions  

throughout the story is a great way to 

create opportunities for conversations. 

Try asking some of these questions when 

reading a book tonight and be sure to 

give your child time to answer: 

 What if . . . ? 

 What do you think will happen? 

 Why do you think that? 

 I wonder what he/she is thinking? 

 How could you . . . ? 

 Tell me about . . .  

 

Research shows us that the quantity and 

quality of words used when talking with 

young children develops their language, 

reading and writing abilities; improves 

their ability to problem-solve; and  

prepares them effectively for school. 

(Blakeslee, 1997)   The importance of 

vocabulary development extends far 

beyond reading comprehension; it is a 

key component in achieving positive  

outcomes related to IQ scores, socio-

emotional health, and school readiness 

among others.(Hart & Risley, 1995) 

On February 19th families from  

Wintonbury participated in a workshop 

entitled “Let’s Talk: It Makes a  

Difference” held at the Blue Hills Fire 

House. Parents learned some new  

strategies for reading with their child 

and the children had an all access tour 

of the fire station.  

At Wintonbury we consider a child’s 

parent their first and most important 

teacher.  You may have heard us say  to 

you “Talk, talk, talk until your lips fall 

off, and then talk some more!” We really 

mean it! Language acquisition and 

strong vocabulary are important  

foundations for later academic success. 

As parents you can give your child a 

great head start by simply talking to 

your son or daughter about everyday 

things. 

Here are some interesting facts: 

 Did you know that the size of a  

preschooler’s vocabulary is a strong 

predictor of his/her future academic 

success? 

 Did you know that some children 

have heard 30 million more words 

than others by the time they are 3 

years-old? 

 Did you know that the majority of 

brain development happens in early 

childhood? A child’s brain has 

reached 60% of its adult brain 

weight by the age of only 6 months!? 
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BRAIN 
BUILDERS! 

Looking for some fun, easy 

activities to do with your 

child to build a healthy 

brain?  You can sign up for a 

free app from The Daily 

VROOM. You will receive 

bite sized activities that fit 

into your daily routine—

meal time, bath time or  

anytime in between!  Learn 

more about how to be a 

brain builder at 

www.joinvroom.org. 

http://www.joinvroom.org
http://www.joinvroom.org
http://www.joinvroom.org

