
 Grape Galactic Explosion, Prin-

cess Pink, Peppermint, Pumpkin 

Spice, Cherry, and even Colorful 

Gluten Free were just a sampling 

of the variety of playdough for sale 

at the Wintonbury Fall Festival.  

The idea to sell playdough was the 

brainchild of Ms. Ryan and her 

students in Room 306.  It was the 

result of a discussion on how Win-

tonbury students could raise mon-

ey for the Bloomfield Public 

Schools initiative “The House the 

Students Built”.   

The entire school community en-

thusiastically offered support of 

the project.  Many classes made 

playdough after agreeing on a col-

or, scent, style and name. The 

playdough was packaged in small 

containers and labeled with its 

name and the class that created it.  

Mrs. Johnson’s kindergarten class 

made “thank you” bags and a 

menu display of playdough of-
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Welcome 2017! 

January 3        Welcome Back  

January 5        PTO meeting 6-7:00 

January 12      Second Cup of Coffee 

January 16      MLK Day 

                           No School 

January 19      PJ Literacy Night  

                           6-7:30  

January 17-19th Gently Used Book    

                         Collection  

 

 

 

Thank You to our wonderful and 

caring community of students, 

staff and families for being a part 

of our school. Your commitment 

and generosity exceeds all. Ad-

ditionally, we had enormous suc-

cess with our recent fundraisers: 

1. Scholastic Book Fair 

2. CCMC PJ Day for 

the Kids and Toy Drive 

3. Kindness Day 

4. Fall Food Drive 

We are the best because of you! 

ferings for the sale table. The 

excitement for purchasing 

playdough was growing as the 

fall festival approached. 

The playdough sold for $1 per 

container and raised a total of 

$203.  Some students helped to 

sell the playdough.  Many, 

many students and their fami-

lies waited patiently in a long 

line to purchase a container or 

two.   

In the process of making the 

playdough, students learned 

many skills in numeracy, cook-

ing, science and language. They 

also learned life-long lessons of 

generosity, compassion, empa-

thy, kindness, care and coopera-

tion.  Students experienced 

firsthand an idea from concep-

tion to fruition and the esteem 

that comes from making a posi-

tive difference in the lives of 

others.       By Lisa Smith-Horn  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember,  the PTO has partnered with 

the CT Science Center to offer general 

admission tickets, good for anyone in the 

family, for the regular child price of 

$14.95. These tickets will make great 

holiday gifts ! 

 

The Next PTO meeting is  Thursday, 

January 5th and the first Thursday of 

every month - 

 from 6-7pm! 

Thank you for continuing to support! 

Wintonbury_PTO@yahoo.com 
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In the photo to the left, 

children in Mrs. Mun-

son’s class documented 

what they wondered about the farm before and after their visit.  

Their questions are written in the speech bubbles drawn above 

their heads.  In the  two photos above,  children in Mrs. Smith –

Horn’s class explore shelters at the farm.  

“We learned that a shelter is a home for an animal. It keeps an 

animal warm and dry; protected from cold, snow and rain.”  

Auerfarm 

A “Wonder Wall” showcasing and documenting the 

questions of the children in room 202  

Jen Treado’s class celebrated 

their annual fall feast. The chil-

dren worked together to create 

everything from the decora-

tions, and invitations to center 

pieces. They even discussed and 

voted on how to design the 

room– choosing one large family 

style table!  

The class showed kindness by 

listening to other’s ideas and 

respectfully making decisions. 

Caught in the Act of Kindness—a fall feast spurs thanks!                   Jen Treado 

A reminder from  

Nurse Ashley:  

Every preschool child in the 

State of Connecticut must re-

ceive a flu shot each year be-

tween August 1st-December 

31st 2016.  

Please send documentation 

to school! 

 

Many thanks! 

mailto:Wintonbury_PTO@yahoo.com


Kindergarten Happenings- Compare and Contrast                                      Sue Pike                                     

parents ‘helped, gathered “stuff “ 

from around their house that they 

felt would add to our classroom ex-

ploration.  The “stuff” was brought 

to the classroom in a brown bag, 

their “beautiful stuff bags”. On 

“Opening Day” of their “beautiful 

stuff” bags, the observing, feeling, 

sorting and creativity began to 

flourish. From this came the project 

the children referred to as “Science 

Lab”.  Robots were built and even a 

capsule that “turns you into things” 

when you go in it were among the 

creations you could find in our lab. 

The completed project is on display 

outside of room 201.  

Here at Wintonbury ,we embrace the 

Project Approach; an approach to 

learning where students engage in 

”project work.” According to Judy 

Harris Helm, author of “Becoming 

Young Thinkers” and “Young Investi-

gators,” the term “project work” has 

precise meaning. “We use the term 

project work to refer to an in-depth 

study of a particular topic usually 

undertaken by the whole class work-

ing on sub topics in small groups, 

sometimes by a small group of chil-

dren within a class, and occasionally 

by an individual child. The key fea-

ture of a project is that it is an inves-

tigation—a piece of research that in-

volves children in seeking answers to 

the questions they have formulated 

themselves or in cooperation with 

their teacher and that arise as their 

investigation proceeds.”   

Around Wintonbury evidence of  

“project work” is seen. In room 201 

students had a growing interest in 

creating and exploring with recycled 

materials and “loose parts.” They be-

gan a study- “Beautiful Stuff”. During 

this study the children, with their 

Pre-K Curriculum Corner– The Science Lab                                     Stefanie Hein 
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Mrs. Pike’s class has been comparing and contrasting stories. 

Comparing and contrasting are great skills that reinforce reading 

elements such as retelling and comprehension. When you compare 

and contrast books or text you might pay attention to the events, 

setting, details and characters of the stories. Compare and con-

trast is rooted in similarities and differences.  

 

Your local library has many versions of The Gingerbread Man, as 

well as, other such books. Check out more than one version over 

the winter break– don’t forget compare and contrast! 

 

Curriculum Goal: Common Core Reading Standard (RL.K.9) With 

prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and 

experiences of characters in familiar stories.  



Wintonbury School Climate Goal                                       Lisa Eells, Principal 

According to the Committee for 

Children, School Climate “refers 

to the prevailing mood, attitudes, 

standards, and tone that you and 

your child feel when in 

the classroom or school. A nega-

tive school climate can feel hostile, 

chaotic, and out of control. A posi-

tive school climate feels safe, re-

spectful, welcoming, and support-

ive of student learning.” 

At Wintonbury, all staff work dili-

gently to create a welcoming and 

warm space for families and chil-

dren. We measure our success by 

asking parents to fill out an annual 

climate survey online or by paper 

form.  Results are tabulated and 

not associated with family or stu-

dent names. Although Winton-

bury’s climate ratings are usually 

high, we can always continue our 

work to ensure we are working 

with families in a positive way.  

This year Wintonbury’s focus is on 

reinforcing communication with 

families in how we recognize chil-

dren for the good work they do 

while at school. Teachers will be 

reaching out to families in a variety 

of ways to celebrate the success of 

your children: email, phone calls, 

notes home, parent conferences, 

and through classroom events. 

We look forward to your feedback 

on our progress when you com-

plete the school climate survey in 

the second half of this year.  

Kindergarten Hosts a Fall Festival and Performance 

Join us for a 2nd 

Cup of Coffee 

9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m. 

Wintonbury Lobby                              

Thursday, January 12th  

Meet other parents, Principal  

Lisa Eells and  Wintonbury Staff 


