
As you may have noticed the 

classrooms at Wintonbury 

acknowledge holidays in a 

different way than one may 

typically expect. Just as we 

value the daily experiences 

we share with young  

children we also want to be 

thoughtful in how we  

approach discussing and 

“celebrating” special days 

throughout the year.  

Holidays, especially those 

that are associated with 

candy, costumes, cards, 

toys and let’s face it . . . an  

abundance of  sugar, tend 

to excite young children and 

oftentimes the message of 

the holiday gets lost  

somewhere in the trail of 

tissue paper and candy  

wrappers. On the other 

hand, we  also need to  

acknowledge that not all 

families celebrate the same 

holidays and some don’t 

celebrate at all. 

Now, with that said, we also 

feel a need to honor  

children’s interests and 

these special days prove to 

be of high interest to our 

young students. So now 

what?  We do our best not 

to let holidays encompass 

our curriculum but we do 

want to honor traditions and  

sentiments that are  

important to our community. 

For example, Valentine’s Day 

is just around the corner. We 

want to encourage  

friendship and acts of  

kindness among children.  

Teachers have found many 

creative ways to encourage 

children to think and act 

upon their ideas of  

friendship, love and  

community. This year the 

PTO is sponsoring Random 

Acts of Kindness Week. Each 

classroom will establish a 

means of acknowledging 

acts of kindness that happen  

throughout the school day. 

Perhaps it will look like  

walking a friend to the 

nurse’s office,  helping  

someone put their lunch box 

away or hugging a pal when 

they are feeling sad. We will 

encourage the children  

to notice each other’s acts of 

kindness.  Our hope is that 

acknowledging and  

performing these acts will 

continue after the week is 

over.  Check to see what 

your child’s classroom is 

doing the week of February 

11-15th. 
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Feb 1  2nd Cup of 

  Coffee 

  after drop off 

Feb 11-15 Random 

  Acts of  

  Kindness 

  Week 

Feb 14  PTO  

  Meeting 

  6:00 p.m. 

Feb 15  PIG OUT 

          on Reading! 

Feb 18  President’s 

  Day 

  NO  

  SCHOOL 

Feb 22  Black  

Kindergarten History  

  Month  

  Presentation 

As we approach this  

Valentine’s Day, join us in 

acknowledging kindness 

and love of family and 

friends. If sharing a card 

with friends is something 

you choose to do, I  

encourage you to work  

alongside your child. It is a 

great opportunity to  

practice writing, recognize 

letters in his/her name, as 

well as letters in their 

friends’ names. Finally, an 

act of kindness towards your  

teachers—please keep the 

sweets at home! 

-Irene Garneau 

 Instructional Coach 

In the courtyard, Kindergarteners from Room 104 planted bulbs 

donated by the White Flower Farm. Using a variety of  

gardening tools children dug through snow and soil to plant 

hundreds of bulbs that we hope to see in bloom this spring. 



And the winners are . . .   

Charlie, Marshmallow, Oscar,  
Winton, Snowball and Shadow! 
Children learned a bit about the 
democratic process in January as 
they voted for names of the six 
alpaca at the Auerfarm. Each class 
voted within their own room to  
select one name to put forward into 
the school-wide election. Loose 
change was gathered and  
deposited as votes for each of the 
unique and colorful monikers. 

Many classrooms designed and 
created campaign posters. Some 
classes also used campaign  

stickers and catchy slogans to 
gain votes. 

Preschoolers estimated which 
names had the most votes by  
observing the contents of each 
coin container. However, as we  
approach the 100th day of school, 
kindergarten students are well 
equipped to count to one hundred. 
They were given the task of  
officially tallying up the votes for 
each entry.  

The Auerfarm 
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Story Retell              Learning Starts at Home 

One of our school wide goals and 

part of our school accountability 

plan at Wintonbury is for our 

students to be able to retell a 

story. For preschoolers that 

means retelling a familiar story 

using pictures as clues. You can 

help your child identify who is in 

the story and what the  

characters are doing. For  

example, “This is the Big Bad 

Wolf, and he likes to blow the 

houses down!”  

Kindergarteners are asked to 

read a short unfamiliar story 

and retell it with some details 

about the beginning, middle and 

end of the book. Encourage your 

child to use the names of the  

characters and to talk about the 

setting of the story while they 

read. 

Retelling is a skill that you can 

help with at home! By reading 

to your child every day and  

talking with your child about 

 

 

the story you can help with 

their reading comprehension. 

You can also expand your child’s  

vocabulary and extend their 

learning by modeling mature 

language and providing  

additional information about 

items you find in the story. 

Most importantly, reading with 

your child every day provides 

enjoyment for both of you! 

Friendly Reminders  

From the Farm 

Please make sure your child wears 

appropriate outdoor wear so they 

can fully participate. Farm  

experiences include going outside. 

Classes will venture out in the snow, 

cold and mud.  

Parent volunteers are asked to 

please make arrangements for 

younger siblings. Parents are there 

to support the class which can be  

difficult when also supervising a 

younger child. Younger children can be 

distracting during lessons and  

materials are often not appropriate for 

children under age 3. 

Wintonbury students pose with Fire 

Fighter Vincent Ginnae and Chief Robert 

Farmer during the Let’s Talk: It Makes a 

Difference workshop.  Parents and 

guardians learned new techniques to  

extend and expand children’s language  

development. While Moms, Dads and 

Grandparents were learning strategies the 

children went on an all access tour of the 

fire house! Several kindergarteners  

reported that the kitchen was their  

favorite part of the fire station. 



word scrambles based on children’s 

books and movies (K+) 

www.starfall.com: A great creative  

website for children.  It includes  

interactive books so turn the sound on! 

(Pre-K+) 

 

The children recently studied 

hibernation at the farm.  Here are a few 

books to enjoy with your child.  Visit 

your local library to check them out! 

 

The long winter months are here!  

When the weeks start to get long try 

some of the following websites with 

your child.   

Reading Rainbow is designed to  

encourage a love of books and reading 

for children 4-8. 

www.bookpals.net/storyline:  This site 

provides an on-line streaming video 

program featuring Screen Actors Guild 

members reading children’s books. 

www.kidsread.com: Trivia games and 

Animals in Winter by Henrietta  

Bancroft 

Bear Snores On  by Karma Wilson 

Time to Sleep by Denise Fleming 

Little Bear by Elsa Holmelund Minarik  

 

Enjoy the long, cozy evenings by  

reading a book to your child.  The 

memories will last a lifetime!   Happy 

New Year! 

Kindergarten Happenings -from the Reading Lady     Carolyn Woodman 

 When children are engaged in art 

activities, teachers talk with them 

about what they are doing and ask 

questions that encourage them to 

think about their ideas and express 

feelings.  We are just as interested 

in the creative process as we are in 

what children make. Teachers say 

things that will encourage children 

to be creative and confident, such 

as: “Tell me about your picture”  

instead of “Is that a house you 

made?” or “It looks like the play 

dough is sticking to your fingers. 

What could we do to make it less 

Art is an important part of our  

curriculum. Every day, children 

find a variety of art materials  

available on the shelves in their 

classroom.  Drawing , painting, 

pasting, molding and constructing 

are not only enjoyable but also  

provide important opportunities for 

learning. Children express original 

ideas and feelings, improve their 

coordination, learn to recognize  

colors and textures, and develop 

creativity and pride in their  

accomplishments by exploring and 

using art materials. 

Pre-K Curriculum Corner                        Art  
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Children in Room 106 had a very, very  

special guest reader in January.  A Room 106 

mom Skyped into the classroom from her office 

as the birthday reader. Mrs. Guidice followed 

along with a classroom copy of The Bear Feels 

Sick. She was also nearby to facilitate the con-

versation between their Skype reader and the 

children. The book was then donated to the 

classroom library! 

sticky?”  

What You Can Do at Home 

Children love to bring their art 

home to share with family. Take 

time to talk to your child; here are 

some things you might say: 

“Tell me about your picture” 

“How did you decide what colors to 

use?” “What do you 

like best about it?” 

“Let’s hang it up for 

everyone to enjoy!” 

A Guest Reader from Cyber Space! 

http://www.starfall.com
http://www.bookpals.net/storyline
http://www.kidsread.com


building, not an easy task! 
We thank you for your willingness  
to respect the strict time frames 
that our parent entrance is open in 
the morning and afternoon.  We 
also appreciate the extra time it 
takes to sign-in and sign-out of the 
building should you arrive late or 
leave early.  Please know that these 
measures are in place to help  
ensure everyone’s safety.  
 
The following are the new  
guidelines we ask Wintonbury 
families and visitors to follow: 
Parents/families may enter and 
exit through the parent entrance 

between these times: 
8:50 a.m.—9:10 a.m. 
2:20 p.m. - 2:40 p.m. 
3:20 p.m.—3:30 p.m. 

 
At any other time parents and 
visitors must enter and exit 
through the main lobby.  Outside 
of arrival and dismissal times 
parents and visitors must: 

Sign in and out at the front 
desk 
Wear a visitor badge 
Provide a photo identification 
if you are unknown to the 
staff person at the front desk 

You may have noticed some 
changes during drop-off and pick-
up times at Wintonbury.  Your 
child’s safety has always been and 
continues to be a priority at 
school. As an early childhood 
school we face a unique situation 
where we encourage family  
members to enter our school and 
classrooms on a daily basis. We 
strive to be a warm and  
welcoming environment for all.  
However, as part of our district 
wide efforts to enhance security 
protocols we  made some changes 
to ensure we know every  
person coming in and out of the 

You May Have Noticed . . .   

 

Students in Room 305 dance to the  

Nutcracker Ballet during music class. 

Left, preschoolers in Room 206  

measure each other. Children show an 

interest in using  traditional and non-

traditional units of measure. 

PIG OUT ON READING!     

Wintonbury Early Childhood Magnet 

School and the WECMS PTO are happy 

to present Farmer Minor and his world 

famous pig Daisy for a fun filled  

evening of reading, singing and piggy 

photo ops!  Save the Date—Friday,  

February 15th 

Below, a preschooler in Room 

301 explores in the water table. 


